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To:
Chet Herbst, Vice President for Administrative Services

Dr. Tony Fernandez, Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs
From:
Dr. Matthew A. Johnston, Chair of Old Facilities Group

RE:
Recommendations on Phase 1 Proposals

The Old Facilities Group met in August 2008 to review proposals submitted targeting Phase 1 spaces.  After discussion, we have the following recommendations:
Proposal Title:  Workforce Training Allied Health and Business & Technology Services Old Facilities Proposal

Spaces Requested:  MLH 135, 136 & 140

Recommendation:  Full approval

Comments:  This proposal would provide ideal spaces for both Work Force Training’s Allied Health programs and Business & Technology Services Medical Assisting program.  WFT’s program was displaced from the Whitman complex due to the dental hygiene program and the current spaces in Talkington Hall are non-ideal.  The limited space has adversely constrained the number of students that can be accepted into these courses.  The Medical Assisting program currently shares a space in SGC 44 with Early Childhood Development and Hospitality programs.  The vacated Nursing Skills laboratory provides an ideal environment for both of these programs.  

Proposal Title:  Division of Natural Sciences & Mathematics MLH Reorganization

Spaces Requested:  Third floor of MLH (including MLH 320); MLH 240, MLH 241; reorganization of other units spaces in MLH

Recommendation:  Full approval

Comments:  This proposal would improve operational efficiency and adjacencies in the Division of Natural Sciences & Mathematics.  Notably, it would allow all unit faculty members to share the same building, provide an improved Division Office setup, increase Computer Science laboratory facilities, consolidate Earth Science laboratory spaces, vacate the sub-standard Field Biology laboratory in FA102 and expand the Math & Science tutoring center.  

Proposal Title:  Business Division Fine Arts Building Proposal

Spaces Requested:  Third floor Fine Arts building office spaces; conversion of existing classroom spaces to offices; future spaces as they become available

Recommendation:  Tentative approval; contingent upon institutional financial support

Comments:  The proposal by the Business Division would allow them to realize several important outcomes including consolidation of program resources, improved collaboration between faculty members and expansion for potential future growth of their programs and associated faculty & staff.  

At the same time, the Old Facilities Committee recognizes that moving this proposal forward without institutional support on a reasonable timeline has the potential to compound existing problems of fractured program faculty and spaces.  If institutional support is not possible, the Business Division has requested that this proposal be withdrawn and further consideration deferred until such support is potentially available.


