[image: image2.emf] 

[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]Lewis-Clark
STATE



[image: image5.wmf]  
[image: image6.jpg]


Volume 2, Issue 6          Spring Edition                   April  2008








National Volunteer Week
Lewiston – Team members will be providing a family fun day for low income families at one of the designated schools.  There will be fun activities and a barbeque.

Moscow – The team will be putting on a picnic for the end of the year party to celebrate Moscow’s mentor/mentees, school counselors, teachers and others to thank them for fulfilling a semester with Moscow Mentor Program and helping to sustain the program.

Upper Clearwater – The Upper Clearwater team will be in contact with the head maintenance person at the Kamiah School District to see what work they need to have done on the school grounds.

North – The North team will be holding a car wash with the proceeds going to Heifer International to help needy families and communities around the world as well as in the United States.
Southwest 2 – This Boise based team will be putting together volunteers from the community to paint a mural to help beautify the community center, thus building community esteem.

Southwest 3 – This Boise team will be replanting/planting trees in the community.  The trees will provide shady streets, clean the air and ease global warming.

Southwest 1 & 5 – This Canyon County group is participating in ‘El Dia De Los Niño’s’ celebration (day of the child celebration) taking place on April 30th at Serenity Park in Caldwell from 3:30-6:30pm. They will be giving out free books and handing information on literacy to parents. The event is free to everyone.  They also will be handing out information on AmeriCorps taking advantage of the celebration and recruiting people for next year since they are all 2nd year members.

South Central 1 – Will have an “AmeriCorps Awareness” assembly at the McCall-Donnelly high school.   Our member will also hold an informational meeting on LC Service Corps for parents and the community at the library.
Southeast 1 & 2 – This team found the local school needs painting, reorganization and outside clean-up.  They will gather volunteers to paint the classrooms.  Some will help reorganize and clean the library while other volunteers will be assisting in outside clean-up.
Ed Award only – Members will be helping the Lewiston Chapter of the Idaho AmeriCorps Alums do clean up work in the Osborn Community Garden.
National Volunteer Week – AmeriCorps Alumni

Lewiston — the Lewiston Chapter of the Idaho AmeriCorps Alumni Association will be helping to get the Osborn Community Garden in Modie Park ready for the planting season this spring.  They will be working the gardens and cleaning around the greenhouse and, if supplies are in, help make the greenhouse useable.  Lewiston Chapter has also voted to take care of one of the gardens for the summer with produce going to the food bank! 

Lindsay with North Chapter of the Alums will be volunteering with Earth Day Coeur d’Alene on April 19th.



                     Recognition Awards

Asotin County Youth Commission Adult Award – Jacqueline Fallon Wins!
Here is what the kindergarten teachers wrote about Jacqueline.
It is a pleasure to nominate Jacqueline Fallon, as she has been such an asset to the Grantham Elementary staff and students as an AmeriCorps Volunteer. She has been active this school year after hours with our Marimba Band (before school) and the Jump Roping Program (after school).  She participated in the local parade with the Marimba Band and helped support a clothes drive and food drive in our community.
 
Jacqueline has worked closely with our Kindergarten staff in supporting lessons and planning activities for our students. She has provided extended learning through a reading tutoring program for students who are developing their literacy skills.  Our kindergarten students have reaped the benefits of her dedication to our school.  Jacqueline is hard working, organized, flexible, responsible, and focuses on the interests and needs of students.  I am honored to be working with her at Grantham.
 
Why should this adult be recognized?
Jacqueline is a person who would not want the recognition or attention of this nomination.  She is an individual with a passion for service.  We are fortunate in education to have young people such as Jacqueline, who are willing to give of their time and effort to make a difference for our children and staff.  I am enthusiastic about giving her the recognition she deserves.



First Book – LCSC wins Brightest Star honor

Charlette Kremer accepted one of the 2008 Governor's Brightest Stars in Idaho awards on behalf of the First Book-LCSC organization.  The Governor’s Brightest Star Awards celebrate the outstanding dedication and accomplishments of Idaho volunteers.  This year’s Brightest Star honorees represent individuals, youth, organizations, schools, businesses, corporations, and communities.

First Book is a nonprofit organization with a mission to give children from low-income families the opportunity to read and own their first new books. Through hundreds of local Advisory Boards, the First Book National Book Bank, and the First Book Marketplace, the organization provides an ongoing supply of new books to children participating in community-based mentoring, tutoring, and family literacy programs. First Book-LCSC has provided more than 23,000 new books to 2,300 students in five north central Idaho counties.  Nationally, 50 million new books have been given to children in need in thousands of communities.

Charlette and First Book were honored by Idaho Gov. Butch Otter and his wife, Lori.
Recognition Awards

(continued)
Arlene Hawk, an AmeriCorps member was nominated and acknowledged by Governor “Butch” Otter and the First Lady of Idaho, Lori Otter, with a certificate for her involvement in civic engagement within the community.  Arlene is serving her second year.  She is also an Idaho AmeriCorps Alumni.   In addition to tutoring and mentoring children, Arlene has taken it upon herself this past winter to make badly needed pajamas for children in the community and to make countless numbers of blankets to distribute to children.  Arlene is always looking for ways to help improve students’ lives.  

Janet Stellway, an Idaho AmeriCorps Alumni, was nominated and acknowledged by Governor “Butch” Otter and the First Lady of Idaho, Lori Otter, with a certificate for her involvement in civic engagement within the community.  Janet came to the U.S. from Kenya, owning practically nothing.  She soon discovered she could own things and call them her own.  Janet volunteers through Community Missions International, serving in a community development capacity, supporting her village of Chipsonoi.   Since 2000 she has helped provide necessary tools for women, orphans and persons with disabilities through education and support, so they can become independent, individually and as a community.   She takes the liberty given to her as a U.S. citizen and seeks to bring those basic human rights to the people in her village
.
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Celebrating AmeriCorps Week


Spotlighting your service May 11-18


	


Next month, the commitment to service demonstrated by AmeriCorps members will be recognized throughout the nation.  The second annual AmeriCorps Week is May 11-18.  There are lots of ways we can support the week’s goal of bringing more Americans into national service and raising awareness about how AmeriCorps is “Getting Things Done” for the community and the country.





Our office is busy planning activities to highlight our program and members.  These plans include:


Contacting host sites and encouraging them to recognize your efforts by displaying the AmeriCorps Week poster we will provide.


Sending letters to elected officials to inform them of the work you do so they gain a deeper appreciation of your value to the community.


Asking local television stations to run public service announcements.


Writing letters to the editors of your local papers recognizing you and your host site.





I hope our AmeriCorps teams will come up with some ways to commemorate the occasion that will spotlight your service and its value to the community.  Your story can be the inspiration someone needs to commit to national service.  





Here are some ideas:


Talk to a community group – You have a great story to tell.  Arrange to speak to Kiwanis, high school seniors, the Chamber of Commerce or the PTA at your school.


Enter the AmeriCorps Week video contest – Create your 60 second video that answers the question, “Why AmeriCorps?”


Share your story with the nation by posting it on the Corporation website.


Blog about your service on your MySpace or Facebook page.


Send an e-mail to friends and family who may be interested in serving.





For more ideas or to post your story visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.americorpsweek.gov" ��www.americorpsweek.gov�.  I hope you’ll keep us posted about how your team plans to celebrate AmeriCorps Week.  And on behalf of the LC Service Corps staff I want to say “thank you” for your dedication, accomplishments and patriotism.





In Service,





Char 








Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Final Preparation





This is it-- just two more weeks until Martin Luther King, Jr. Day!  You’ve worked so hard to get ready for the big day, and the descriptions of your planned projects prove it.  Here are a couple of reminders to help along the way.





MEDIA: if your group gets media coverage, please make sure the LC Service Corps office knows about it.    We like to keep copies of any newspaper articles written about our members.  Also, if your team submits a news release to any publication remember to send us a draft so we can make sure you’ve included the LC Service Corps “shpeal”.  As you recall from PSO, there are a few points that must be included in any media release.  If you are interviewed for a paper, please review the important points to touch on when dealing with the media.  These points, of course, can be found in your member handbook.


REFLECTION and CELEBRATION: Some of your projects will be ongoing, finishing up on MLK Day.  This is great!  Please be sure that you meet and celebrate in some form on MLK Day, to wrap things up.  For instance, if you are implementing a winter drive for the needy in your community, you may drop donations off on MLK Day, but don’t let that be the end of the day.  Make it “a day on, not a day off.”  Perhaps you could volunteer as a group at another community organization’s project, or perhaps there are some festivities taking place on a nearby college campus.  It is important that you find some way as a group to celebrate your Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Service Project.





Remember, even if your project turned out a bit differently than anticipated—there’s no need to be discouraged.  Each project will take on a personality of its own.  The unpredictability of orchestrating service projects is part of the great growth process.  You all are making a difference!  That is something to celebrate.








April Birthdays





Chris Hofeldt		4/1


Julie Cosby		4/3


Gail Baker		4/8


Jacki Putnam		4/14


April Mundell		4/18


Nikole Hunt		4/20


Joel Delight		4/20


Cody Spade		4/30





�





�





UPDATES


For you!





IMPORTANT PROGRAM DATES





April 11th – FORMS DUE: Team Meeting Report, Agenda, and member “Great Stories” forms.  If you have not already sent them in – please mail them in. 





April 27 – May 3 – SERVICE PROJECT: “National Volunteer Week” (Team determines one day of participation during this week.
































Congratulations everyone on your hard work!








‘Great Story’ from a Member





When I was a little girl, my mom would make me a pair of flannel pajamas.  I always enjoyed it, and it is a positive memory for me.  I decided I would like to make a pair of pajamas for children who participate in the Clarkston Food Backpack Program.  





In July, Jacqueline Fallon and I went to JoAnn Fabrics to buy material.  It was on sale at a very good price.  Measurements were taken at the three schools of the children who participate in the backpack program.  We received a donation of a sewing machine, $300.00 from Jacqueline’s church and Wal*Mart provided a $50.00 donation.


Unfortunately, I chose a pattern that was not particularly easy.  At Christmas break, I cut out and sewed and cut out and sewed.  Jacqueline worked on the bottoms with the donated sewing machine.  We definitely needed more help.  The LC Service Corps gave me a tip.  I called RSVP and they gave me a list of people who sew.  YEA!!!!!  I was able to get some help.  These volunteers were grateful for the opportunity to help and thanked me.  That was a nice feeling.  I started using an easier pattern as well.





The pajamas are done and passed out.  I serve at Highland and the students were VERY excited when they got them.  The school the next week had a Pajama Day.  I saw several of my pajamas being worn.  It was very fun.  I asked one student if she liked them.  She said, “Yes!  Nice and cozy."


 


Arlene 





	Moscow


Humane Society of the                                         	Palouse


2019 E. White Avenue


Moscow, ID  83843


    208-883-1166








Alumni News:





Mid-service was fantastic!  Coeur d’Alene now has a group of Alumni in the area.  They will be holding a meeting to decide on a project for National Volunteer Week. 


 


Need Help? 





 If you want Alumni to help with your project please ask them.  They may have their own agenda, but if you ask them in advance they can discuss this at their meeting. 





New Members:


Arlene Hawk has joined the Lewiston Alumni Chapter - Welcome Arlene!





News Flash!





Alums- If you recruit a person for a site, you will receive a one year premium membership paid in the National AmeriCorps Alums Association.  














Lewiston


Community Action Agency


124 New 6th street


Lewiston, ID  83501


208-746-3351








Coeur d'Alene


Camp Sweyolakan in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho hosts an annual spring clean-up. The Camp is one of our sites.  Call Camp Fire for more info: 509-747-6191 








Volunteer in the North!


�





Volunteer in the South!





Orofino 


Clearwater Valley Hospital


(208) 476-4555











Pocatello


SEICCA Housing


(208) 233-7348





   Rexburg


  Family Crisis 


       Center


(208) 356-0065 





Boise


El Ada Food Pantry


(208) 345-2820








Need more ideas?  Contact Barb in the North, or Jana in the South.  We would love to help you       (





Needed: Ideas





If you know of a local event where one can recruit AmeriCorps members, please share it with your home office!   Remember cost is a consideration here.  





Possibilities: share a career fair table with other organizations.  There is also Lentil Festival, Renaissance Fairs, Earth Day     








� Brightest 2008 Stars Award Committee booklet put out by Serve Idaho
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