Lewis-Clark Service Corps AmeriCorps
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
· WHAT IS AMERICORPS?  It is a one year commitment to a National Service Program that challenges an 
individual to put skills and ideals to work while helping others.  
· WHAT IS LEWIS-CLARK SERVICE CORPS?  Lewis-Clark Service Corps (LC Service Corps) is an AmeriCorps program focused on education. The program places individuals as AmeriCorps members at host agencies throughout Idaho where they tutor and/or mentor students, helping them improve and remain successful in school.  Host agencies include Idaho colleges and universities, alternative and other public schools, correctional institutions, literacy labs and other pre-school programs, family literacy programs, and community agencies.
· WHAT DOES AN LC SERVICE CORPS AMERICORPS MEMBER DO?  AmeriCorps members perform direct service to “Get Things Done” in their local community - daily activities might include tutoring K-3 students in reading/math, teaching adults how to use computers, or helping with after-school programs.
· HOW LONG IS THE AMERICORPS COMMITMENT?  10 - 12 months  

· WHEN DOES IT START? The LC Service Corps program year is from September 1, 2010 through June, July, or August 31, 2011.
· WHAT ARE THE REQUIRED ACTIVITIES OF AN LC SERVICE CORPS MEMBER?  There are three main components of required activities that an AmeriCorps member must do to successfully complete their year of service.    

1. DIRECT SERVICE :  Tutoring and/or mentoring at a host site

2. TRAINING:  Attendance and participation in all program required trainings

3. COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS:  Design, attendance and participation in community service projects in conjunction with three nationally recognized Days of Service:  Make a Difference Day, MLK Jr. Day, and AmeriCorps Week.
· WHAT HOURS WILL I SERVE AT MY HOST SITE?  Each host site has its own expectations.  As a full-time LC Service Corps member, you can expect to serve about 40 hours per week.  The distribution of hours will depend on the needs of the host site.

· IS PART-TIME AVAILABLE?  Yes.  You can expect to serve about 20 hours per week as a part-time LC Service Corps member.
· WHAT IS DIFFERENCE IN SERVICE TIME REQUIRED BETWEEN FULL- and PART-TIME AMERICORPS POSITIONS?  
· FULL-TIME:  A minimum of 1720 hours of service

· PART-TIME:  A minimum of 920 hours of service

LC Service Corps recommends serving at least an additional 40 hours during the program year for both full- and part-time positions.  

· DOES AN AMERICORPS MEMBER GET PAID?  Yes, as an AmeriCorps member serving in the LC Service Corps program, there is an annual living allowance of up to $11,800 for full-time or up to $5,500 for part-time.  The living allowance is disbursed every two weeks as long as required paperwork and service responsibilities are up-to-date.
· WHAT IS THE EDUCATION AWARD?  If you successfully complete your year of AmeriCorps service, you will have earned a $5350 education award (full-time) or $2,675 (part-time) that can be used for a variety of education experiences including vocational schools, community colleges, four-year colleges and universities or paying off existing student loans. 
· CAN I GIVE MY EDUCATION AWARD TO MY CHILD?  If you are 55 years of age or older the Education Award that you earn during your year of service may be passed on to a child, grandchild, or foster child.
· ARE THERE ANY OTHER BENEFITS?  Yes, for members serving full-time, health care benefits (unless otherwise covered by a health care policy) and child care assistance (if your income level qualifies).  
· CAN I ATTEND COLLEGE WHILE I SERVE? Yes, however your service as an LC Service Corps AmeriCorps member must always be PRIORITY.  Whether serving as a full- or part-time AmeriCorps member, our program discourages an individual from attending any more than on a part-time college/university basis.   Please seek approval from an LC Service Corps program director in advance for any more than part-time school attendance.

· WHAT KIND OF QUALIFICATIONS DO I HAVE TO HAVE?  AmeriCorps members must be US citizens or legal permanent residents, be 17 years or older, have a high school diploma or GED, and pass a background check.  Specific skills (such as bilingual ability or a tutoring/mentoring background) are useful but generally not required.  LC Service corps provides extensive training in necessary skill areas.  
· DO I HAVE TO HAVE A DIPLOMA or GED?  Yes, an AmeriCorps member must have a high school diploma or GED.
· WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO TO BECOME AN LC SERVICE CORPS AMERICORPS MEMBER?  Fill out an application obtained from us or our website www.lcsc.edu/americorps and submit to the LC Service Corps office closest to where you wish to serve.  The application includes personal information, work experience, a few short essays, and two letters of recommendation.  In most cases, you will participate in at least two interviews before a decision is made on your application.  For positions at host sites far from either office, a phone interview is usually acceptable.

· WILL I GET TRAINING?  Yes!   LC Service Corps provides a thorough Pre-Service Orientation (PSO) at the beginning of the year.  In addition, you will receive on-going monthly training to build your personal and professional skills via sessions held regionally from September through June, and a Mid-Service Training in February.

·  WHAT HAPPENS IF I LEAVE BEFORE THE SERVICE YEAR IS OVER?  The living allowance and other benefits will end when you terminate your service.  If you leave for certain compelling reasons (reasons that must meet national service program requirements and Program Director approval), you may be eligible for a pro-rated education award.  If you simply quit the program, you will not receive any part of the education award.  
It is also important to realize that if you quit during the program year, host sites cannot re-hire someone to fill a vacated AmeriCorps position.  If you leave before the end of your term, it might mean that the students you were tutoring or mentoring will have to go without the additional help.
· WHAT IF I DON’T WANT TO USE THE EDUCATION AWARD FOR SCHOOL?  CAN I GET THE AWARD AS CASH INSTEAD?  No, however, the education award is valid for seven years and can be used in various school settings for many different purposes.
· IS THIS LIKE THE JOB CORPS?  AmeriCorps is more like the Peace Corps, often referred to as the “Domestic Peace Corps”.  Although LC Service Corps provides training and experience in a number of skill areas, AmeriCorps members focus more on delivering service to communities throughout Idaho and on preparing members for future education.  There are no income eligibility guidelines to participate in AmeriCorps and members live on their own.  Also, the LC Service Corps program has no upper age limit.
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