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**PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR**

February 20th — Required Team Meeting:  ROADMAP to CIVIC ENGAGEMENT TRAINING.   Planning time for “National Volunteer Week”  SERVICE PROJECT

February 27th — FORMS DUE: Team Meeting Report, Agenda, and member “Great Stories” forms.


 


Members… YOU can contribute to the newsletter!

AmeriCorps Members, do you know you can contribute to our newsletter?  We encourage you to do so because what you have to say is important!  Please remember, if you are contributing any photos and/or names you will need a media release.





A     P R O G R A M      O F





   LEWIS - CLARK  SERVICE CORPS





     C o n n e c t i n g    L e a r n i n g   t o    L i f e    -   T H R O U G H    S E R V I C E 








Mentoring 


       On the back page of the service log under I. Needs and services activities there is a spot for counting the number of students you mentored for the first time during the two-week service log period.  We tally these numbers over a quarter and then transfer the data to your progress report.  When you receive your progress report we ask you to break the information down even further, dividing the numbers by age-group.  These numbers are very important for us and we report them to the Corporation for National and Community Service -- as we do all the numbers you report to us.   


�     This year we are noticing a drop in the numbers of students mentored by members.  Our gut feeling as a staff is that the numbers are not being reported because of some confusion regarding what "mentoring" entails, rather than an actual drop in the number of students being mentored.   


 �For this reason, we would encourage you to contact us right away if you have questions of whether or not you should count any students in this category. 


 


Below are some reminders about mentoring that can be found in tab 7 on your Member Handbook cd or in your paper Member Handbook: 


"Many AmeriCorps Members while fast at work recruiting and supporting        mentors are also mentoring themselves. To ensure these efforts are successful, it's important to understand the conditions that lead to effective mentoring relationships. 


 


Mentoring, at its best, is a modest intervention.  The most caring and effective mentor is still only one of many influences in a young person's life.  It is an important influence, but not one that should be expected to bring about radical change.  Many of the positive effects reaped from mentoring may not be seen for many years."


 �Ten Tips for Effective Mentoring


1. Maintain regular contact.�2. Always be honest. Trust and respect are the foundations on which mentorship's are built.�3. Avoid being judgmental of life situations. Acceptance without conditions communicates that your concern comes without strings attached.�4. Avoid gift giving. Your greatest gift is to help a person discover his/her own solutions to problems.�5. Don't expect to have all the answers. Sometimes just listening attentively is all people need.�6. Help access resources and expand support networks. Discuss the importance of maintaining positive relationships.�7. Be clear about your expectations and your boundaries. Set up ground rules and communicate them.�8. Avoid being overwhelmed by problems. Remain calm to help students solve problems.�9. Respect confidentiality.�10. If the mentoring relationship seems to stall, hang in there.








AmeriCorps members on YouTube?


 � How creative is your group?  On YouTube there are lots of AmeriCorps videos.  One problem though...there is no IDAHO video there.  If you are creative and your group would like to make a video that reflects what Lewis-Clark Service Corps members do for their community, please do!  �                                    


WE ROCK!














 Ross Carlton		2/5


 Bonnie Slocum		2/15


Lucero Moreno-Arreola	2/18


Summer Jenkins		2/24


Heidi Bentley		2/26














UPDATES


For you!





RECRUITMENT





Now that spring is springing, it is RECRUITMENT� �Now that spring is springing, it is time for host sites and the Lewis-Clark Service Corps office to begin thinking recruitment.  Though the 2009-2010 service year won't commence for nearly six months, it is very important efforts begin now to capture the interest of community members who want to "make a difference", perhaps through service in AmeriCorps.� �A truism: no better recruitment tool exists than a seasoned AmeriCorps member.  Please begin thinking about those you might know who could carry on where you may be leaving off.  Have no doubt that your site will very much appreciate your efforts to spread the word.  Every chance you get, talk about your wonderful service as an AmeriCorps member, and what it has given you and the community members you serve.  Everywhere you go, be eager to talk about "what you do".� �Check out this site: �� HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102443568612&e=001hSzBH0pjWlU9MbsigCIRvcbdhMaVFR1KcBrTG7579mwfi-I10ebl6iu9eSKJLFkQyWgJlMz7-Qw4Wf967Lf9S4y7CWx702PMs324izQH2jUZZp0TaDWPWOV2OOT9MhtatMWHD_lynMtplRmsubgzE-OT8Wd4k6hJ" \o "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102443568612&e=001hSzBH0pjWlU9MbsigCIRvcbdhMaVFR1KcBrTG7579mwfi-I10ebl6iu9eSKJLFkQyWgJlMz7-Qw4Wf967Lf9S4y7CWx702PMs324izQH2jUZZp0TaDWPWOV2OOT9MhtatMWHD_lynMtplRmsubgzE-OT8Wd4k6hJ" \t "_blank" �http://encorps.nationalserviceresources.org/rp_home.php�


 


If you need ideas to begin recruiting.  You can create a position description of what you do. Thank you for your dedication to our program; because of you, it continues to thrive!











“In The News”


MLK Day of Service 


Video and Stories





Lewiston: � HYPERLINK "http://www.klewtv.com/news/local/37845594.html" ��http://www.klewtv.com/news/local/37845594.html�


	      � HYPERLINK "http://www.lcsc.edu/pathfinder/archive/2008-09/Issue17.pdf" ��http://www.lcsc.edu/pathfinder/archive/2008-09/Issue17.pdf�





SW2: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ktvb.com/news/localnews/stories/ktvbn-jan1909-diversity_day___.ddb68e8.html" \o "http://www.ktvb.com/news/localnews/stories/ktvbn-jan1909-diversity_day___.ddb68e8.html" �http://www.ktvb.com/news/localnews/stories/ktvbn-jan1909-diversity_day___.ddb68e8.html�











The importance of National Service


Opinion Please





� HYPERLINK "http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2009/01/obamas-call-to.html" ��http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2009/01/obamas-call-to.html�


   





�








�





�





Did You Know?





You may be eligible for the Hope Scholarship and Lifetime Learning credits, two tax relief benefits for people attending higher education institutions. To learn more about both utilize the IRS website for information, especially Publication 910-Guide to Free Tax Services and Publication 970-Tax Benefits for Higher Education. Here are the links for the publications/forms on the education credits.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.pdf" \o "http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.pdf" �Publication 970�, Tax Benefits for Education 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8863.pdf" \o "http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8863.pdf" �Form 8863�, Education Credits (Hope and Lifetime Learning Credits) 














�











Name That Newsletter 


� We are having a contest all Lewis-Clark Service Corps members can enter!  That's right...We need a name for this newsletter of ours.   Do you have an idea?  Please send your ideas either to Jana or to Anita.  Our staff will select the name during the month of March.�














� 











Free Federal and State Tax Return Filing


Through a unique partnership with One Economy, all AmeriCorps alumni and current AmeriCorps members can file their federal and state tax returns at no cost.





If you make under $54,000, you can securely access the tax preparation tool-powered by H&R Block- and file your returns in less than an hour.


That's a $49.95 value provided at no-cost to you.





In 2008, alumni and current members used the tool to claim nearly $1.5 million in federal and state tax refunds.





The 2009 version is now available!


 


For more information about this opportunity, please click � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102443568612&e=001hSzBH0pjWlU9MbsigCIRvcbdhMaVFR1KcBrTG7579mwfi-I10ebl6iu9eSKJLFkQu-6WWogyr1aE0m8B8LmcGz_AGKf5bGkK2sUjThpZurDfYzFkSDRxk7ofa1j7pxO3" \o "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102443568612&e=001hSzBH0pjWlU9MbsigCIRvcbdhMaVFR1KcBrTG7579mwfi-I10ebl6iu9eSKJLFkQu-6WWogyr1aE0m8B8LmcGz_AGKf5bGkK2sUjThpZurDfYzFkSDRxk7ofa1j7pxO3" \t "_blank" �here�.�


http://www.thebeehive.org/alums








AmeriCorps Week�May 9 -16, 2009


 �AmeriCorps Week takes place May 9 -16, 2009 and provides the perfect opportunity for AmeriCorps members, alums, grantees, program partners, and friends to shine a spotlight on the work you do - and to motivate more Americans to serve their communities.  Events are being planned across the country and we don't want you to be left out. Use your creativity to mark the week in any way you see fit. The choice is up to you!� �This is a great opportunity to join other members and AmeriCorps alums across the country as they share their pride in National Service with their communities.  Members of the Lewis-Clark Service Corps should plan their own local activities to celebrate service during AmeriCorps Week.� �It doesn't have to be complicated.  Here are some suggestions for AmeriCorps Week activities:


Set up a table near the main entry way of your site.  There you can hang posters, hand out bookmarks, pens, etc. (these will be available from your home office).  Leave some information about what you do at your site and how to apply to serve.  


Organize a special presentation for a school assembly.  Share your personal experience with the students, teachers, and parents.


Write a letter to the editor.  Let the community at large know about your efforts to help kids reach their potential in school.  Share a great story.


Set up a booth at a local community site i.e. public libraries, the local Job Service, city hall, the local mall, etc. 


VIDEO CONTEST-- a great way to participate!!  Visit http://www.americorpscontest.org/  to learn more about entering the AmeriCorps Video Contest or AmeriCorps Photo Contest!!   


Visit http://www.americorpsweek.gov/ to learn more about AmeriCorps Week and what you can do to celebrate.��We'll do more planning at mid-service, but start to plan in the meantime. This is your time to shine!� �  																																																																																																																																	�In service,���The LC Service Corps Staff





AmeriCorps Alumni News





Idaho:  Lewiston Alums helped students in the Clarkston School district with their art projects recognizing MLK, Jr. Day of Service.  The artwork was sent to the Center for Arts and History in Lewiston where it was put on display for public viewing.  What a way to help celebrate MLK, Jr. Day of Service!  There were also alumni along with AmeriCorps ed-award only members who took part in the YWCA activities on their candle light march from the Amphitheater to the Activity Center.  This is the second year that AmeriCorps Alums in the Lewiston area have helped with the candlelight march.  





The Nation: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf8FqRZ41rc&feature=channel" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf8FqRZ41rc&feature=channel�
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