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Tutoring the IRI
During the regional workshops, there was some question about the Idaho Reading Indicator or IRI.  I’d like to use my article this month to explain what the IRI is, how to know if you’re tutoring your students for it, and why we track it separately.

The IRI was established by the Idaho Legislature and requires K-3 students to be assessed as they develop reading skills.  It is used to identify students who may need extra help to become successful readers.  It is not intended to assign a specific score or grade, but is a general gauge of each child’s reading or pre-reading skills.

Do you tutor for the IRI?  You are if you tutor kindergarten students throughout the year in:

· Letter naming fluency – saying the correct letter name

· Letter sound fluency – ability to sound out a word by saying the correct sound of the letter

· Phoneme segmentation fluency – hearing each sound of a word and saying the individual sounds back in isolation (e.g. for “cat” the student says /c/…/a/…/t/).

You are also tutoring to IRI if you are working with first grade students on letter naming and phoneme segmentation fluency as well as:

· Nonsense word fluency – sounding out a non-word such as “blat”

· Reading curriculum-based measures (R-CBM) – reading grade-level passages

If you tutor second grade students on nonsense word fluency and R-CBM or third grade students on R-CBM, you can also consider yourself an IRI tutor.  Of course, most of you also tutor students in math, science and other subjects.  But if you also tutor K-3 students on the reading techniques listed above, you are also considered an IRI tutor.

We carefully track students’ progress on the North or South IRI tutoring form.  This is an important performance measure of our grant since it is the only measurement we track throughout the 3-year grant period.  It’s very important that you record your students’ IRI scores throughout the school year and submit the final tutoring logs after spring testing results are known.  This allows us to accurately track and report on their reading progress.  

By recognizing that you are an IRI tutor and providing this kind of detailed information, we are able to demonstrate the effectiveness of your tutoring efforts.
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MLK Day of Service Projects

Caldwell/Middleton - Southwest 1

Members invited children and parents of Farmway Village, a local migrant worker camp, for a day of diversity celebration.  Participants enjoyed playing games and reading books.  Southwest 1 chose a book related to Martin Luther King, Jr. Day to share with the children and planned an accompanying art project.  Snacks and treats were provided.  
Boise - Southwest 2
Members held a cultural awareness celebration at Taft Elementary School in Boise.  Members invited 80 Kindergarten through 4th grade students who might otherwise be home alone on a day off from school.  Volunteers included parents, teachers, AmeriCorps Alums, and Boise State college students.  Southwest 2 received a large donation of books -- each student went home with eight books to enjoy as their very own.  Students participated in art projects focused on Martin Luther King, Jr.’s message.  Kelly (Houston) Staskey, executive director of the Governor’s Commission on Service and Volunteerism participated in the project.  Subway provided lunch for the entire group – fun was had by all! 

Boise - Southwest 3

Through partnerships with Agency for New Americans, The Language Academy, and Boise School District English Language Learners programs members invited teen aged refugees for an evening of positive social activity.  The team recruited 15 high school volunteers to spend and evening of “hanging out” with the young people who often have difficulties making new friends when they arrive to the United States.   

Weiser - Southwest 5

January 12th – January 23rd students and staff at Weiser Elementary celebrated Martin Luther King, R. Day of service through student recognition activities.  During morning announcements, the principal announced a special Martin Luther King, Jr. attribute for the day (i.e. compassion).  Students were encouraged to practice being compassionate for the day.  Any student “caught” exemplifying the behavior was recognized that day.

Pocatello - Southeast 1

Members gathered personal hygiene donations for the local crisis centers in Rexburg.  They canvassed the community with fliers, provided plastic bags for donations and collected the contributions.  This will be an ongoing project.

Rexburg - Southeast 2

Members partnered with Bright Tomorrows, an organization serving sexually exploited children.  Members solicited monetary donations to purchase fleece material for making blankets and led the children in games.  15 children will receive the blankets, and families of children will be invited to come and play games to support communication among family members.  Volunteers will be recruited to help with the blankets.

Hollister (Twin Falls) - Southeast 3

Members collected clothing and food donations for the local Red Cross.  Collection boxes were decorated by volunteers and school children and letters were sent home with students of Hollister Elementary explaining the project.  All community members were asked to donate.  A contest was held with the classroom that collected the most clothing and food receiving treats.  Volunteers assisted with pickup and delivery to the Red Cross of all donated items.

McCall - South Central 1

The AmeriCorps member serving at Payette Lakes Middle School developed a presentation for the Martin Luther King, Jr. diversity assembly at the school.  The principal was not able to make her normal presentation and asked the AmeriCorps member to make the diversity presentation this year.  Cassia recruited 5-10 community members to assist in developing the presentation and to help on the day of the assembly.  

Riggins - South Central 2

The AmeriCorps member serving in Riggins at After School Kids held a creative writing contest for grades 3rd – 6th focusing on Martin Luther King, Jr.’s message of human rights.  The member recruited three judges for the contest.  The student who wrote the winning essay received special recognition, for example, a free pizza dinner at a local restaurant.

Lewiston Teams 1 & 2

The Lewiston teams held “Celebrations of Cultures” on Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.  Elementary students in Lewiston and Clarkston participated in an art project depicting their feelings of what diversity means to them.  The students’ art was displayed at the Center for Arts and History at Lewis-Clark State College.  Special presenters shared their culture through music, food, theater, and dance.  

Clearwater – Kamiah, Cottonwood, Elk City
Martin Luther King Day programs were specially developed and presented to Kamiah, Grangeville, Cottonwood and Elk City elementary schools.  Members throughout the area worked with high school students who helped facilitate the presentations and interactions with the students.
Moscow

The Moscow team invited a speaker from the local college community to speak on the history and impact of minorities in American politics, showing the inauguration of President Obama.  They encouraged the volunteers and students to get involved in their community and help facilitate the changes they desire to see in their communities.  This project began on January 19th and ended on January 20th.  
North Team – Coeur d’Alene, Wallace, Bonner’s Ferry

The North team participated in “Fill the Bus”.  The project was held on January 17th at Yokes supermarket in Kellogg and the Boundary Trading Company and Safeway store in Bonners Ferry.  Members collected food to restock the food bank and clothing to replenish the Clothes Closet.  
Lewiston AmeriCorps Alumni 
Alums partnered with the YWCA’s annual Martin Luther King Day celebration and assisted Lewiston teams with their project.  The YWCA’s celebration includes a candle light procession followed by music and a speaker.  In 2008 there were over 400 people in attendance.
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Great Stories





I volunteer at the before and after school program at Bryan Elementary.  After school we help the kids with homework and then have an activity.  During our homework time one afternoon I was helping a second grade girl with math.  I explained a new way of remembering and concept and gave her examples.  Her face completely lit up and she was so excited to understand how to complete her homework.  I loved seeing her understand and it helped me to know why I am doing what I am doing.              


				~~Heidi








Read below the artistic ways our AmeriCorps members around the state celebrated


Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.  We commend each and every one


of you on your great ideas and putting this all together to make it “happen” for others!














January Birthdays





4—B.J. Farnes


6--- Micheal Keene


17—Charles Hervey


22—Lara Fitzgerald


30—Tamara Huff











AmeriCorps week – “Watch for more information in the coming weeks…”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.americorpsweek.gov/" \o "http://www.americorpsweek.gov/" �http://www.americorpsweek.gov/�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.gov" ��Martin Luther King, Jr. Day�: Wrapping it Up





Congratulations on a job well done!  We’ve heard so many great things about your accomplishments on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service.  With the service project complete, here are a few items to keep in mind as you tie up loose ends: 





MEDIA:  If your team received media coverage for your project, please let us know!  Send us copies of newspaper articles, and if possible, email us links to news stories posted online.





REFLECTION and CELEBRATION:  Service projects keeps everyone involved very busy.  Still, it is important to remember to celebrate your great accomplishment.  Your team spent many hours planning and implementing an event that truly helped your community.  If were unable to find time to reflect as a team on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, it is important that you set aside some time at your next team meeting to do so.  The � HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/3%20SP%20REFLECTION%20FORM.doc" ��Service Project Reflection form� has some great questions to discuss as a team. 








Remember, even if your project turned out a bit differently than anticipated—there’s no need to be discouraged.  Each project will take on a personality of its own.  The unpredictability of orchestrating service projects is part of the great growth process.  You all are making a difference!  That is something to celebrate.

















YouTube





AmeriCorps Alums are on YouTube!  Check this out: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/americorpsalums" ��http://www.youtube.com/americorpsalums �





Articles of Interest


Below are links to great articles about efforts to include National Service in the stimulus package.  Please take the time to read these editorials





� HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-waldman/is-obama-missing-the-nati_b_155849.html" \o "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-waldman/is-obama-missing-the-nati_b_155849.html" ��http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-waldman/is-obama-missing-the-nati_b_155849.html


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.newsweek.com/id/177725" \o "http://www.newsweek.com/id/177725" ��


http://www.newsweek.com/id/177725�





� HYPERLINK "http://philanthropy.com/news/government/6673/service-coalitions-propose-nonprofit-stimulus-package" \o "http://philanthropy.com/news/government/6673/service-coalitions-propose-nonprofit-stimulus-package" ��http://philanthropy.com/news/government/6673/service-coalitions-propose-nonprofit-stimulus-package


�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20081229005224&newsLang=en" ��http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20081229005224&newsLang=en 


�


Another place to get great information about National Service: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.voicesforservice.org/" ��http://www.voicesforservice.org/� 





READING THIS NEWSLETTER COUNTS AS AMERICORPS TRAINING TIME…Read your newsletter…READING THIS NEWSLETTER COUNTS AS AMERICORPS TRAINING TIME…�____________________________________________�R  e  a  d     y  o  u  r    n  e  w  s  l  e  t  t  e  r





**IMPORTANT** 


ITEMS FOR TEAM MEETINGS





THE STERN


If you have to arrive late/leave early to your team meetings, be sure to have it approved by your home office.  Simply fill out an � HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/ABSENT%20FORM%202.doc" ��absent form� that explains your situation and submit it as soon as possible.  If the office finds that you have been tardy/left early from your team meetings (without office approval) on a regular basis, we will treat these as unexcused absences.  Unexcused absences could affect your ed-award.  Thank you for your attention.  





THE HAPPY


 As a staff we are impressed with the level of commitment and willingness to adjust teams have exhibited in regard to the Building Citizens curriculum.  Those who have facilitated meetings have done a great job augmenting the material for LC Service Corps teams.  We appreciate you, and welcome any feedback you have about the curriculum to make it better next year.  Thank you for your flexibility and willingness to grow and learn!





THE CAMERAS


At PSO each team picked a photographer for their service projects and were given a camera for Make a Difference Day.  The photographer was to document the project and send the camera to the Lewiston office.  Unfortunately, we have only received three cameras so far.  If you took pictures of your MADD project, please send in your camera as soon as possible.  If you didn’t, don’t stress, but please be sure to use the cameras for all remaining service projects.  It’s an important part of the history of our program and we want you to be recognized for your contributions.  Thanks, everyone!





Keep up the GREAT work!














IMPORTANT REMINDER





In the December newsletter, you may have read a helpful article about the “why” of in-kind.  Here are a few how-to pointers to keep in mind when completing the in-kind portion of your service log.  





Establish a convenient place to track in-kind items.  Keep it handy and available when completing service logs.





Keep a running tally of any and all copies made during the service log period.  This value adds up over the year so logging even 2 or 3 copies per log is important.





Write down any items taken from the supply room (if applicable).  





When recruiting volunteers to tutor or mentor, ask that they sign in and out to be sure all time is accounted for.





Keep literature from site trainings paid for by your site and attach a copy of a registration form or a training summary sheet to your service logs.





When driving a site vehicle (if applicable) keep track of mileage and log it under the “travel” portion of in-kind.





If you have a question of whether an item is considered in-kind – give us a call or send an email to your home office. 











PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR





January 9—Required Team Meeting:  ROADMAP to CIVIC ENGAGEMENT TRAINING   Planning time for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Project.  Meeting time is a minimum of 2 ½ hours.





January 16-- FORMS DUE: � HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/TEAM%20MEETING%20-%20Monthly%20Report%20.doc" ��Team Meeting Report�, � HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/4%20January.doc" ��Agenda�, and member “� HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/GREAT%20STORIES%20form%203.doc" ��Great Story�” forms





January 19—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service





January 21, 2008—A sample of student, parent and teacher evaluation forms, if applicable for your site, are due in to your home office. These should be an overview of the students/clients you have served since the beginning of the year.  Sample forms are available on your handbook CD in tab 6 at the end.  They are also linked here:  parent, young student, student, and teacher.





January 26—FORMS DUE: For Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Project—� HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/2%20SP%20REPORT%20FORM.doc" ��Service Project Recap� Form due from EACH TEAM; � HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/3%20SP%20REFLECTION%20FORM.doc" ��Service Project Reflection Form� due from EACH MEMBER, and a � HYPERLINK "forms/AmeriCorps%20Forms/3%20SP%20REFLECTION%20FORM.doc" ��Great Story� due from each person.

















Celebrating Success


Congratulations to Autumn Heath-Simpson who serves at the Center for Arts and History at Lewis-Clark State College.  Autumn, along with the art teacher at Sacajawea Junior High in Lewiston applied for and were awarded a Target Grant.  The grant will provide funding for a field trip to the Center this spring for students in art classes at the school.  





We want to celebrate your success too!  Share your stories with newsletter editor, Anita Brown, by e-mailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajbrown@lcsc.edu" ��ajbrown@lcsc.edu� or by calling  800-423-8239.




















Neat Video—Check it out





If you have a minute, please watch the following video clip; it is a beautiful story of Johnny, the grocery store bagger. It is very short, but will remind you of why and how we make an impact in what we do. 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.stservicemovie.com/" ��http://www.stservicemovie.com/


�
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