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January Birthdays     1 8 — Elizabeth Miles   21 — James Payne   23 — Martha Slaybaugh   26 — Nicole Moravec   28 — Bill Marble    
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A New Year Brings New Opportunities

Happy New Year!  I hope you had a wonderful holiday and are ready for the challenges – and opportunities – of a new year.

One of the challenges we face every year is recruiting new members to serve.  But besides being a challenge, it’s also an opportunity.  It’s an opportunity to get the message out about the amazing work you’re doing at your host site.  It’s an opportunity to begin a conversation with our neighbors, colleagues, families and friends.  It’s an opportunity to be creative and look for new ways to make connections in the community.

Think back to how you heard about the AmeriCorps program.  If you’re typical, you learned about the program from someone you knew or through a face-to-face conversation.  In fact, more than 80 percent of our members said they heard about us through a friend or other AmeriCorps member.  You’re our most important recruiting tool and we want to make sure you have what you need to get the message out.

It’s never too early to recruit your replacement – especially if you’re a second year member.  But where should you look?  Here are some places to start:

· Your school’s PTA

· Individuals who volunteer at your site

· Recent high school graduates 

· Seniors unsure of what they want to do after graduation

· School alumni

· College friends

· Retired educators

· Church youth groups

· Service groups (Rotary, Kiwanis, etc.)

You don’t have to do it alone.  If you plan to participate at a recruiting event, let us know.  We have brochures, drawing slips and door prizes we can provide – including a 256 mb flash drive – to encourage people to visit your booth.  If you know of a recruiting opportunity but you are unable to attend, please tell us.  We may be able to provide a staff representative or AmeriCorps alumni to attend.  

In the past several months we’ve all learned that when we work together we can accomplish so much more.  Let’s all make a commitment to recruit members who will continue the spirit of service that is the Lewis-Clark Service Corps.

In Service,

Char


Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

It is less then one week to Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service.  Each of our AmeriCorps groups have selected a project that will help a community need.  Below is a list of projects our members have planned to meet the needs of their communities.
Lewiston - Lewiston team members will be collecting clothing starting Jan. 7, 2008 and will pick-up and sort the clothes on Jan. 21. These clothes are needed for recently paroled, released probationers, Work First participants and individuals referred by the local YWCA.    

Moscow - The team will interview seventy members of the community about their interpretation of what celebrating diversity means.  This information will be compiled and published as a flier insert in the University of Idaho and Washington State University student newspapers along with the Moscow Pullman Daily News.  Data will also be used to develop a literacy lesson about diversity that will be presented to the Moscow high school English class.  

North - After the holidays the community’s food bank is low on supplies.  The North team will be replenishing the food supply.  Some of their ideas do accomplish this are fill a bus, dance-a-thon and a raffle.  

Upper Clearwater - In the Kamiah community there is a need for cultural awareness.  The team will give a presentation on the topic which may include displays, artwork from various cultures and using examples of different foods.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

(continued)
Southwest 1 & 5 – This team will have a food drive for the different non-profit organizations in the communities that are low on food after the holidays.  The week long food drive will be coupled with student awareness of the kind acts exemplified by Martin Luther King Jr.  Twenty-five teachers and up to twenty staff members will be involved with this project.

Southwest 2 – This Boise-based team will collect clothing, paint residents’ rooms while involving residents from the City Light Home for women and children.  The home assists women and children who are in crisis.  The team will also be doing an art and exercise project with the residents.  They hope to meet with the residents during the months of January and February to teach exercise.  Boise area AmeriCorps alumni will be assisting with this project.
Southwest 3 - This Boise team will provide a safe activity night for youth ages 12 – 17.  They will provide such activities as scrapbook classes, pottery, face painting, games and a dance performance from “Rhythm Dogs.” 

Southeast 1 & 2 – With food bank supplies low after the holidays, this team will sponsor a food drive.  They will set up collection bins in the charter school and the Pocatello Woman’s Correctional Center.  

South Central 1 - A local children’s home will enjoy a winter activity day.  Donation cans will be placed around town and there will be bake sales to help raise funds for the event.  The team hopes to receive a donation of ski passes and rentals to benefit the kids and their house parents.   

Lewiston Education Award - This Lewiston team will assist the YWCA with their “Help Light the Way” program. This program encourages the celebration and awareness of diversity.  The Ed Award only members are organizing the candlelight procession to Lewis-Clark State College.  

Think. Thank. Thunk.  Thinkfinity!
Imagine a page in cyberspace that can give you information on literacy, education and technology.  Think of it…a free resource for teachers, tutors and parents.  Sounds good doesn’t it?

Thinkfinity has all this and more.  A quick visit to www.thinkfinity.org will provide you with almost limitless information and support for individuals like you who hope to teach or work with learners of all ages.

Thinkfinity is designed to improve learning in traditional settings and beyond the classroom by providing high-caliber content and professional development needed to improve student achievement anytime, anywhere, at no cost. 

Thinkfinity contains more than 55,000 authoritative educational and literacy resources for teachers, students and community programs including standards-based K-12 lesson plans, student materials, interactive tools and web sites. 

The program even offers a wide variety of free online courses to help you acquire additional skills to make you successful during your year of service and beyond.  There is a calendar where you can access information on historic events and associated Thinkfinity lessons and resources.  There are indexes that include links to hundreds of lesson plans from “Understanding Congruence, Similarity, and Symmetry Using Transformations and Interactive Figures” to “Salamander Streambeds.”  There is even a virtual advisor to help you select the online courses that are best for you.
We urge you to take a few moments to visit www.thinkfinity.org and look over the resources they offer.  We’re sure you’ll agree that their services can make us all better tutors and mentors.



We Need Your Photos!
Check out our website at www.lcsc.edu/americorps for our new media release form.  Please give these out to individuals you serve and to site/service project volunteers and have them signed before you start snapping those pictures.  We need new photos to update our website, develop brochures and recruit new members.  You can even start with your MLK Day service projects!




                        It’s an AmeriMarriage!!
Boise-based AmeriCorps members Joel Delight and Nikole 

Hunt were married on December 28.  We all

send the couple our best wishes for a long and
  

happy marriage.  We asked them to tell us about their               Joel and Nikole Delight
relationship and their AmeriCorps service


       December 28, 2007
Where did you meet?        




  

We were at an Unbirthday barbecue in Boise Nikole’s roommate put on and amidst the frolicking through the sprinklers we discovered that we could both lick our own elbows! 

What do you enjoy doing together?

Cooking, going on walks, reading books together and, of course, serving together.

How did you hear about AmeriCorps?

We both had heard about AmeriCorps from different sources.  Nikole had been thinking about doing a house building service though the program in Maryland (until Joel came along...) but fate put a job offer on the web for tutoring in the Boise school district, so we grabbed it up.

What made you want to serve together?

This is the kind of job that we are both interested in and Judy kindly placed us at a site very near our house.

What are your plans for the future?

Joel is planning to go to school to get a degree in Elementary Education and Nikole wants to finish her degree in Illustration.  From there, it will depend on who wants to hire us!
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Media Release


Needed !





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR





January 11— FORMS DUE: Team Meeting Report, Agenda, and member “Great Stories” forms





January 21-- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service





January 28— FORMS DUE: For Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Service Project—Service Project Recap Form due from EACH TEAM; Service Project Reflection Form due from EACH MEMBER

















Lewiston’s First AmeriCorps Alumni Group Reception





The first meeting of the Lewiston‘s AmeriCorps Alumni took place at a reception held on January 11th 2008 at the Community Action Agency Inc.  Seven alumni attended the event, two of which are current second year members.  The reception was a “hit” and all of the participants really were happy to be able to get back together as a group.  Their first meeting will be held over lunch on Thursday January 17, 2008 to discuss what service the group will participate in for Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.  Thanks for hosting our reception Lewis-Clark Service Corps!   



































UPDATES


For you!

















Mid-Service -- February 26-29, 2008


Serve Idaho's Conference on Service and Volunteerism


February 26 – travel day


February 27-29--training


Red Lion Templin's, 414 E. 1st Avenue


Post Falls, Idaho 83854





Your home office has registered each of you for the Mid-Service conference.


 


This year we put in each member's home address for registration. Please note that you will probably receive some information from Serve Idaho regarding the conference.   We used your meal preference from your enrollment paperwork when we registered you.  You will receive a separate form from our office with travel and room arrangements by mail the beginning of February as we get these set in place.  


 


It is very important that you do not register yourself for anything again so we do not get billed twice for members. 


 


We will make room arrangements for our program. If you have someone you want to room with (2 to a room) please let us know ASAP so we can complete our rooming list.  It is necessary that both people email their home office and let us know you want to room together.




















�





One “Great Story”


Kim Michele 


Southeast 2





“Upon returning to school on 1/2/08 after Christmas vacation, I was approached by Dr. Martin concerning an article that appeared in the Idaho State Journal (12/23/07) during our break.  She was very enthusiastic and complimentary (along with other staff members).  By Wednesday, it appeared on our AmeriCorps bulletin board for all to read.  In no way is it my intention to “toot my own horn” on this issue.  But I do want you to know that I have received unexpected response to this article via the mail.  Two letters/cards were sent to the school (one person I’ve never met but very prominent in our community and the other from one of or teacher’s husband who is a Democratic Rep to the State of Idaho).  Also a couple of cards sent to my address.  Well, I was so overwhelmed, I cried!  I am very humble over this whole incident.  We AmeriCorps members do really make a difference, don’t we?  Incidentally, the person who recommended me for the interview is part owner of a business adjacent to the area where we preformed our service project in October for “Make a Difference Day.”  WOW!!!”





An article about Kim and her AmeriCorps experience appeared in the December 23 edition of the Idaho State Journal newspaper.














DID YOU KNOW?





READING THIS NEWSLETTER COUNTS AS AMERICORPS TRAINING TIME!
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