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Whereas:
Residents of the State of Idaho are currently not required to purchase health insurance.

Whereas:
The Idaho State Board of Education is considering requiring that college students purchase health insurance as a prerequisite to full-time enrollment in state colleges and universities.

Whereas:
The Idaho State Board of Education has not presented evidence that hospitals across the state are unduly burdened by compensating the costs of treating college students who don’t have insurance.

Whereas:
Such a policy is unfairly discriminatory toward students because it requires that a financial burden be placed on a particular section of a population for reasons that have not been proven.

Whereas:
Such a policy is also discriminatory because it targets a segment of the population that has not yet attained a sufficient educational standard to be in a position to afford adequate insurance.

Whereas:
Students who must also provide for their families may not be able to afford health insurance.

Whereas:
In light of current the current financial crises within the State of Idaho which has resulted in a 12% increase in student fees for the 2002-2003 school year, additional costs of education may be too much of a financial burden for students wishing to enroll or continue enrollment in an Idaho college or university, leading to a drop in enrollment.

Whereas:
Any decrease in enrollment at this time would be detrimental to institutions of higher education in the State of Idaho

Whereas:
Due to State-mandated budget hold-backs to institutions of higher education in the State of Idaho, said institutions may not be financially able to afford the enforcement of such a policy.

Whereas:
This policy shows no clear benefit to students in the State of Idaho.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASLCSC SENATE:

Section 1:
The students of Lewis-Clark State College do not support a State Board of Education Policy that requires students to purchase health insurance as a prerequisite to enrollment in Idaho institutions of higher education.


Section 2:
This resolution will pass upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the

ASLCSC Senate and the signature of the ASLCSC President

