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2nd Annual LCSC Senior Research Symposium 
May 7th & 8th, 2008
At the Williams Conference Center
9:00AM to 4:00PM
Free Parking & Refreshments Provided
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Connecting Research 
To Life

Symposium/Journal Website: 
http://www.lcsc.edu/bchristenson/Lewis-Clark State College Student Excellence Journal.htm
Program Administrator
Dr. Brian L. Christenson
Email: blchristenson@lcsc.edu
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The 2nd Annual Lewis-Clark State College Research Symposium on will take place May 7th and 8th at the Williams Conference Center. Participating this year from the Education, Humanities, Natural Sciences & Mathematics, Nursing & Health Sciences, and Social Sciences Divisions are the following programs: Biology, Communication, Chemistry, Earth Information Science, English, Kinesiology, Natural Science, Nursing , Psychology, Social Work, and Social Science. There are 4 keynote presentations, 2 invited speaker presentations, and 108 student break-out and poster presentations this year compared to 57 last yea. Free parking and refreshments will be provided. The symposium & student research journal website can be found at: 
  http://www.lcsc.edu/bchristenson/Lewis-Clark%20State%20College%20Student%20Excellence%20Journal.htm 


The Mission of the LCSC Research Symposium and Student Research Excellence Journal is to enhance student academic achievement, professional development and award research excellence by providing the opportunity for students to present their research in symposium and the opportunity to publish their research for students, faculty, staff, stakeholders and the community through an online research journal forum. A display of the current student authors will be on display at the symposium.


A display of the creative works of LC authors who have submitted to the Author Recognition program will be displayed in the foyer of the conference center.  The website for the program can be found at: http://www.lcsc.edu/library/author_recognition/index.htm  The goal of the “Author Recognition” program is to provide a forum for faculty, administration, and staff to present their refereed publications each year including books, book chapters, journal articles, conference papers, patents, and media.  An annual, ongoing compilation will be available for review from the Library website as well as other website links for faculty, administration, students, and the
community to view the creative work of the LC community.  Furthermore, faculty
works, with permission, will be displayed at the Annual Senior Research Symposium. 



From a December Press Release:
LCSC to post six senior research projects in online journal

12-12-07
Lewis-Clark State College officials have selected six student senior research projects for publication in the LCSC Online Student Research Excellence Journal.

LCSC held its first Senior Research Symposium last spring, which gave seniors the opportunity to present their research project to various LCSC faculty and staff, as well as the general public. All the projects were then reviewed through by at least three LCSC faculty members from different disciplines. The author of the work was kept hidden from the reviewers, who eventually accepted six manuscripts to edit for final publication.

The symposium was started by Brian Christenson, an assistant professor in Social Work at LCSC. He also serves as the program administrator for the Symposium.

The Mission of the LCSC Research Symposium and Student Research Excellence Journal is to enhance student academic achievement, professional development and award research excellence by providing the opportunity for students to present their research in symposium and the opportunity to publish their research for students, faculty, staff, stakeholders and the community through an online research journal forum

The authors of all six manuscripts graduated last spring with degrees in Social Work.

The six selected are Rose McLaughlin and Crescentia Domebo of Lewiston, Jenni Ruppell of Lenore, Karen Karres and Jacqueline Maurer of Coeur d’Alene, and Kimberly Lee of Hayden. Karres now resides in Denver.

McLaughlin’s research was on “Does Touch and Interaction Impact Mood and Behavior Among the Elderly?” She studied four residents in a health care facility that have dementia or recently displayed challenging behaviors and/or fluctuating moods.

Domebo selected “The Effects of Foster Care Pre-Indian Child Welfare Act and the Need for Tribal Foster Parents Today” for her topic. She studied the effects of the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 and to determine why Nez Perce Tribal members are not volunteering to become foster parents.

Ruppell’s title of her research is “A closer look at Step Back … Move Ahead: an HIV prevention.” Ruppell wanted to evaluate if the Step Back … Move Ahead program is an effective intervention in the fight against the spread of HIV and HCV among inmates during incarceration and after release from prison.

Karres studied “The Relationship of Support Groups and Isolation in HIV Positive Clients.” The purpose of the study was to look at the relationship between support groups and their role to help minimize depression and isolation with individuals diagnosed with HIV or AIDS.

“A Comparison of Wraparound and Clinical Case Management: Outcomes for Children Experiencing Serious Emotional Disturbances” was the topic of Lee’s research. Her study explored two types of interventions: Wraparound Care offered to children with Serious Emotional Disturbances in one rural region and Clinical Case Management performed in the same region.

Maurer’s topic for research is “Mentally Ill Youth in the Kootenai County Juvenile Diversion Program: A Comparison to National Averages.” Her research found that youth in the Kootenai County Juvenile Diversion Program were diagnosed with mental illness 18 percent of the time, which is below the national average of 60-75 percent and the Idaho average of 44 percent.

McLaughlin’s research is the first to be posted in the online journal, which can be found at http://www.lcsc.edu/bchristenson/REJ.htm . The remaining five research projects are currently being edited for final publication and will be posted when finished.

LCSC will hold its 2008 Symposium on May 6-8 at the Williams Conference Center. Seniors will present their projects over the three days and the public is invited to attend. Admission is free to attend any part of the Symposium.

For more information on the Symposium, contact Christenson at either (208) 792-2476 or at blchristenson@lcsc.edu
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