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	Table 1

Demographic Variables of Student Participants from Lewis-Clark State College Who Completed the CRA Aging Certificate Interest/Needs Survey (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	Mean
	Median
	Mode
	Sum
	Percentage

	Age

Missing

Gender

Female

Male

Missing

Class Standing

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

Missing
	26


	22


	20


	181

1

131

51

1

29

54

52

41

7
	71.6%

27.9%

.5%

15.8%

29.5%

28.4%

22.4%

3.8%


	Table 2

Survey Questions 1-19: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	Mean
	Median
	Mode
	(n)

	Question 1: 

Learning About the Aging Individuals in Our Rural Communities Interest Me

Question 2:

I Understand the Facts About the Aging Individuals in My Community

Question 3*:

Being Enrolled in a Class that Focuses on Facts About Rural Aging Would Be a Benefit to Me Personally

Question 4*:

Being Enrolled in a Class the Focuses on Facts About Rural Aging Would be a Benefit to Me Professionally

Question 5:

I Would Participate in Classes About Rural Aging if They Were Offered

Question 6:

If I Were To Take a Class About Rural Aging, it Would Be a Waste of My Time and Effort

Question 7:

I Believe that My Future Employment Will Include Working with Aging Adults

Question 8:

The Curriculum Required for my Major Will Adequately Prepare Me for Working with Aging Adults
Question 9:

A Certificate Program on Aging at LCSC Would Enhance my Job Opportunities When I Graduate


	
	2.68
2.43

2.66

2.78

2.46

2.11

2.81

2.50

2.69


	3.0
2.0

3.0

3.0

2.0

2.0

3.0

2.0

3.0
	3.0
2.0
3.0

3.0

2.0

2.0

3.0

2.0

3.0
	182

181

180

180

178

181

179

179

179


Note: Likert Scale Rating: Strongly Disagree-1; Disagree-2; Agree-3; Strongly Agree-4
*Question 3 and 4 student written responses can be found in Appendix A

	Table 3
Survey Question 10: I Am Aware of Courses That Would Increase My Preparedness for Working with Aging Adults: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes

No

Missing
	
	
	
	16
161

6
	8.7%
88.0%

3.3%



	Table 4
Survey Question 11: I Believe that the Major Unmet Needs of the Elderly is: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	
	Frequency

	Medical Concerns

Being Valued

Easy Access to Network of Socialization

Affordable Housing

Nutritional Needs

Other
	
	
	
	
	81

70

40

36
25
18




	Table 5
Survey Question 12: I Want to Learn More About These Topics Regarding Aging Adults: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	
	Frequency

	Health & Wellness
Human Services
Business & Financial Management
Other


	
	
	
	
	97

77
60
10


	Table 6
Survey Question 13: I would like more information regarding a Certificate Program in Aging: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	
	Frequency

	Course Requirements
Any added costs

Job Placement

Credit Requirements

	
	
	
	
	94
62

62

60




	Table 7

Survey Question 14: I would be interested in pursuing a Certificate on Aging after I graduate: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes

No


	
	
	
	69
109

	37.9%

59.8%




	Table 8
Survey Question 15: I would be more willing to pursue a Certificate on Aging if the coursework were offered: (n=182)

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	
	Frequency

	Online
Hybrids (face-to-face and online combined)
Evenings

Weekends

At outreach sites                                                                                                                 

	
	
	
	
	86
46
36
21
21


	Table 9
Survey Question 16: Have your past experiences with the elderly been positive or negative?: (n=182)*

	Measure and Variable


	
	
	
	
	Frequency

	Positive response
Negative response
Both Positive and Negative response

	
	
	
	
	100
11
29



*  Student written responses can be found in Appendix A

Appendix A
Student qualitative responses

Question 3:  Being enrolled in a class that focuses on facts about rural aging would be a benefit to me personally.  Please explain briefly.

Positive responses:

S1-   Sounds interesting

S2-   It would make me more understanding.

S3-   It’s one of serious issues in the society.

S6-   I have no information on this so it would be beneficial to learn about.

S13- Going into education it would help explain things.

S14- I think it will help me feel better about the fact that I’m going to age also.
S16- I work with the elderly.

S21- I plan on pursuing a SW career with the elderly!

S22- Because then you would know what’s going on in our community with the elderly 
         and what resources they don’t have and need.

S23- Knowing more would help me to better understand what may be in my future and 
         why it happens.

S25- Aging and poverty interest me.

S26- I like working with the elderly.

S30- I started attending LCSC at 35 yrs and deal with elderly family members, I am 
         focused on a SW degree and will seek working with rural elderly, advocacy of    

         policy and programs.

S32- I would understand this community better.

S33- My career aspect directly involves the aging population.

S34- I go to local long-term care facilities to visit with the aging population.  I would like 
         to learn more about those who are aging.

S35- This is of great interest to me as I spend a lot of time with this population.

S37- It would give me more knowledge in order to serve the aging population.

S39- It could lower my road rage toward the “aging” generation.

S42- My family lives here and their well being is very important to me.  

S47- More diversity in my life.

S48- Knowledge in this area would only make me more qualified for my degree and 
         future employment.

S50- I live in a retirement community.

S51- I work at a nursing home.

S54- I have to get old too.

S61- It is always good for the younger generations to understand the older generations.
S71- I am interested in continuing my nursing career in rural health care nurse 
         practitioner.

S73- I live in a rural area and I am aging.

S75- Especially medications which are metabolized differently, not sure of demographics 
         of our area.

S78- I work at an assisted living and formerly at a nursing home.  I have to learn about 
         the elderly and how to improve their life.

S79- You’ll see them in hospitals and care settings.  I’m employed at LTC facility.

S80- Majority of clients hospitalized are from the elderly population. 

S83- I have parents that live in a rural area and they are in their 70’s.

S86- The growing geriatric population in the U.S. is a huge problem.  Due to the 
         advancement of medical tech the life expectancy of people is increasing and there   

         isn’t enough people to take care of them.  So this problem should be studied.

S88- It would enhance my knowledge in the area of gerontology and contribute to my 
         nursing skills.

S90- My parents will someday be old… I’ll need to care for them.

S92- I would have more patience on the road with the elderly driving.

S98- So I know how to help and understand people with the process of aging… including 
         my parents.

S99- I work with the public and deal with elderly people frequently and see how 
         confused they get when having to deal with their health care issues esp. insurance.

S101- I am in nursing school now, when I graduate my focus will be geriatrics.

S104- Because have older family members and I and everybody ales at one time is aging 
           and getting older.  Would be nice to understand what they are going through and 
           what to expect in my aging.

S105- I am a nursing student.

S107- I am not sure what all the facts are that I should know about aging individuals but 
          not opposed to studying or education.

S109- I would like to work with this age group with grief counseling or another kind of 
           counseling.

S110- It might help me plan about my future.

S111- We need to take better care of our elders.

S115- I’m am a nursing major! (
S117- My family is aging and I love them dearly so I’d like to learn more on the aging.

S121- It’s important to know the value of elderly people in society.

S123- I would help me with my grandmother.

S125- I will not have to deal with older parents for sometime.  In the future I can see a 
           need to understand better their minds.  As far as work is concerned, I am not.

S127- Then you could know how to provide better services to aging adults and have a 
           greater understand of their circumstances they undergo.

S128- I can help other people and also learn it for myself and members of my family.

S130- I would love to learn about ways to help my aging parents or grandpa.

S132- To better understand the needs of people who do not live close to medical and 
           retirement facilities.

S133- Just a personal value, I too will someday be older.

S134- I want to be a geriatrics nurse.

S136- It helps me because we live in an area with older people.  It helps to know how to 
           relate to them.

S137- Knowing what their concerns and needs , ie., learning to run a computer, to chat on the internet search or internet.

S140- As a nursing student, I like nursing homes and elderly patients from my experience 
           are easy and fun to work with.  Personally I can get a sense of internal peace 
           helping people especially elderly.

S141- I believe It’s important to understand the up coming needs of this fast growing 
           population.

S142- Soon to reach that age.
S144- More experience with different populations.

S145- I work in geriatrics.
S146- I believe aging people know things more than the young ones most of the time.

S147- The issues that an older person would have such as Alzheimer’s, loss of sight, 
           hearing, memory.

S154- I understand there is a need to know more about this population as a future social 
           worker and citizen.

S155- I am about to be in that age group.  This would tell me about the foundation of this  

           community.

S156- I know very little about the elderly in my community.

S157- Helps me in my profession.  It will help me to understand client needs.

S163- I think it would be good since I have family who are aging in a rural community.

S165- I would understand more about the aging population within the community.

S166- At the point where I’m at in my life, other courses would be more beneficial to me.

S174- If I had the time - I think insurance issues and health care costs/financial issues 
           would be beneficial.

S175- It would give me a better understanding.

S176- Learning is good.

S177- Being a personal trainer it would help me out.

S182- Only if I were to work w/them and there are specific things I need to know about 
           that age group.

Negative responses:
S4-   Really don’t care honestly

S17- I’m only 20.

S18- I don’t plan to be in a career that involves the elderly.

S20- My interest for social welfare does not include the elderly, although I know it is 
         important.

S24- Still becoming familiar and comfortable with aging.

S28- I’m sure I would learn from this class but it is not a class I want to take.

S36- My main area of interest is children.

S45- It doesn’t sound interesting enough that I want to spend extra time and money on it.

S46- Not much interest

S49- Who cares?  Bring back the debate team, spend college money on things that matter.

S53- People age everywhere, not interested in studying.

S57- It would take time from other classes.

S59- I don’t care.

S67- Not interested.

S76- It doesn’t effect me.

S77- I am not from here and I am only here for school.

S84- I am not interested in geriatrics, I wouldn’t find a class interesting to take.

S85- I want to work in O.B. and I don’t live in a rural area when not at school.

S89- Most our care will be of our aging individuals in rural communities, but my only 
         concern is the class load.  Maybe you can substitute this class for a different course 
         such as NU 210 because it is more useful and practical and we might actually 
         remember it.  (
S93- It should be integrated into an already existing nursing class.

S96- I am not from nor will I work in a rural area.

S108- I’m not sure what facts would be personally beneficial.

S129- I don’t care.

S138- It doesn’t have any direct effect on my life that I am aware of.

S143- Interested in microbiology not really sociology.

S148- Not quite sure what rural aging is.  Therefore I’m not sure how it would or 
           wouldn’t benefit me.  In addition I’m not from a rural community.

S150- I don’t want to be around them.

S152- No interest.

S164- Haven’t thought about it.

S172- I do not recognize the benefit.

Question 4:  Being enrolled in a class that focuses on facts about rural aging would be a benefit to me professionally.  Please explain briefly.

Positive responses:
S6-   Education majors can always use information.

S16- I am a social work major.

S21- I have been working with the elderly for 5 years and I love it!

S23- I might want to work with the elderly.

S25- I’m seeking a degree in social work

S26- Working with the elderly would benefit all social workers working in this field

S30- To seek working in SW policy and programs for elderly in rural and small 
         communities.

S31- I don’t feel like it will effect me professionally but maybe down the line I should at 
         least be educated on the situation because if I grow old I want options.

S32- It would help me in my practice.

S33- I am interested in this area of education.

S34- I am currently in the social work program.

S35- This is the population I intend to work with.

S36- Even though my main focus is children it would help me to know more about all 
         populations, including aging.

S37- Knowledge to help serve this population

S39- I’m in a position where I work with all members of the community so being able to 
         better understand or focus on the aging would be beneficial.

S42- It would be working towards my future career as a counselor.

S45- I will most likely have to deal with aging people, so information could help.

S47- More diversity in my profession.

S49- Gotta deal with old people some day during my future career.

S54- I’m a psych. major and I’ll have to work with old people.

S57- Could help to understand them.

S63- Social work program.

S65- I deal with a lot of customers.  Different ages, different background.  The more I 
         know about rural aging, the better I would …? The concerned people.

S67- Being a business major I notice a shift in average age, demographic targets are 
         changing.

S71- See #3.

S73- I will be working in a hospital.  Hospitals have lots of old people.

S76- I am entering into nursing.

S77- I am a nursing student.

S78- For a -? reasons.

S79- Possible if I continue with my current job.

S80- Will assist in my care to them.

S83- Nursing.  Need to know about the concerns of the aging.

S84- Since I am going into nursing it would be good to know things for my profession.

S86- It will help understand better about the problem.  How they ….?  Are they getting 
         good care etc.

S88- It would be a benefit in learning more focused care of geriatrics.

S89- Classes on professionalism tend to have a reputation of being “boring”.  emphasis 
         on this matter should be included in other classes where they apply especially this 
         one.

S90- Nurses need to work with all age groups.

S92- I am currently in the nursing field and with the baby boomer population 
         approaching geriatrics this knowledge would be put to great use.

S93- Baby boomers!!!

S96- Further scope of possible patients.

S98- Help me in a care setting.

S99- this might give me more avenues that I can direct them to when dealing with them.

S101- Same as above.

S102- I have worked with the elderly population for over 3 years, and more info. Is 
          always beneficial!

S104- At some time when get degree in psychology might want to work with elderly.

S105- I am a nursing student.

S108- If I stay with this field of work than I believe it could be somewhat beneficial.

S109- See above #3.

S108- If I stay with this field of work than I believe it could be somewhat beneficial.

S109- See above #3.

S111- We would all benefit from it, if we are to shallow to realize it or not.

S115- Nursing

S117- I find it beneficial for all RN’s.

S118- Would be useful in current employment.

S122- Aging is a way of life.

S123- It would help in my chosen field.

S127- Going into the medical community  as a doctor.

S129- I am a SW major

S133- Working in retail would help me to be more accommodative.

S137- If you do not learn from your elders you will repeat their mistakes in other words 
           live and learn.

S138- I work with food so maybe for marketing reasons it could be helpful.

S140- Rural aging is one of the many aspects of elderly care that I think helps me 
           understand care-?.  It is also a challenge unlike in big cities it has its own 
           difficulties I think.

S141- I’m a CNA.

S146- They could advice me on the right track.

S147- The older person who is involved in accidents ie., slipping in bathtubs or other 
           household accidents.

S148- Yet again, not specifically sure what rural aging consists of.  However, I am an 
           elementary ed major, perhaps it would benefit me there in relation to kids’ home 
           lives.

S152- Want to work with social services

S154- Stated above.

S155- I am studying social work.

S156- I would like, to have a knowledge of elderly before completing my degree and 
           starting a career as a social worker.

S160- Training to be a CPA, inheritance, tax law, etc.

S163- I am studying engineering.  I may need to design something to be implemented by 
           aging people.

S165- In case I open a business I would need to understand the demographics within the 
           community.

S171- Aging population contributes to entrepreneurship environment.

S172- See above

S177- Same as above

S182- Same as above

S183- Kinesiology major, elderly involved.

Negative responses:

S1- I don’t know how it would help.

S2- Professionally, I don’t interact with the elderly.

S4- Don’t need to know.

S18- I don’t plan to be in a career that involves the elderly.

S20- As said before it would benefit others, but no my area of interest.

S28- My focus is on adolescents.

S46- I major in criminal justice.

S51- Not sure if I am going to stay after college.

S59- I don’t care.

S61- I’m going to teach.

S100- I don’t want to be a geriatric nurse (at this time) and would be more interested in a certificate program in the field that I’m interested in.

S106- I’m not sure if I’m going into a profession in which I would deal with elderly.

S110- I am not sure whether will help me professionally.

S125- I plan on being a teacher and older people tend not to be focused on school.

S128- I am not in the medical field.

S130- I’m not interested.

S132- My degree will focus on the environment.

S150- I am interested in computers.

S166- It’s not my business field.

S173- I am not sure what I would use this information for.

Question 16:  Have your past experiences with the elderly been positive or negative?  Briefly explain.

Positive responses:

S1- Positive, I love my grandma

S10- Good!  My grandparents are awesome.  (
S11- Positive

S15- Positive- my grandmother and other elders raised me.

S17- Positive, but some old people look down upon our generation.

S18- Positive.

S19- Positive very nice experiences, very nice people.

S22- Positive, but most live on a meager or fixed income.

S23- Positive.  I help out with an elderly woman whom has memory loss and struggles with moving around.

S25- I volunteer at some of the retirement centers and they like talking with the younger group.

S26- Positive.  I have always enjoyed being with a group of elderly people.  I once was a certified nurses aide for about 16 years.  Lately I work with several at a local food bank.

S27- I have worked in nursing homes.

S28- Positive, the elderly is not my focus though.

S30- Positive, I have the up most respect for our elderly, they have fed the system from the start, that is our welfare system and deserve the best care from all available resources in the social welfare programs and these policy and programs need funded as this population increases yearly.  Their experiences and time are of great value to generations coming. (volunteer, educate, donate)

S31- All positive.  A lot of the people I’ve been around my whole life has been older people.  Those are the people I can learn the most from.

S33- Positive.  I have learned much from our older generations.  They have so much to teach us that are often disregarded.

S34- Positive, since a child I have always been exposed to elderly in long-term care facilities.

S35- Very positive.  I have a close relationship with many older people.

S36- Positive.  I have enjoyed many conversations with elderly customers while working in retail.  I think they have a lot of experience and wisdom to share if others specially  younger people would take the time to listen.

S37- I have had positive experiences with the elderly.  Most have been social interactions but several at work.

S42- Generally positive, but I deal mostly with people who are mobile and social.  They make my work day brighter because they like to engage in conversations.

S44- Mainly positive.  They are nice people who respect others more then traditional college students and teenagers.

S46- Positive but some are to grumpy.

S47- Positive.  Worked as CNA in a nursing home.

S48- Positive, the elderly have never had a negative impact on me.  They are just like you and me.

S51- Positive.  I love the residents I work with.

S57- Positive

S61- Positive, they are nice.

S62- Positive.  Sung carols to them around Christmas. They were nice.

S63- Positive, all old people I meet are great!

S65- Positive.  I give them the respect they deserve and I get respect back.

S68- Positive

S69- Mostly positive

S70- Positive, they are very kind and love to have your help

S71- I worked nearly 12 years working geriatrics.

S73- Mostly positive, but there are some elderly people that are hard to deal with.

S75- Wonderful experiences with older aunts/uncles, grandparents.

S76- Most have been pleasant people.

S77- Positive

S78- Positive, I enjoy my work with the elderly.  I think they need more people who care and understand their needs.

S79- Positive and negative, some realize what is out there some don’t.

S80- Somewhat negative.  I worked in a long-term care facility that seemed to lack adequate employees, making the living situation for the residents sad to me.

S81- Positive

S82- Positive

S83- Positive.  Worked in nursing homes and hospitals have parents and their friends that are elderly.

S86- Positive, we can learn a lot from their experiences.

S87- Positive

S90- Positive.  Working in nursing home I took great satisfaction in providing excellent care, knowing and talking with elderly.

S91- Positive.  You just need to know how to talk and treat them.

S92- Mostly positive.  I’ve done in home care and I feel that the elderly need to be re-tested for driving skills because driving too slow is just as dangerous!!  My main neg. experience is with nursing home care.  There needs to be people who care and understand the elderly and aging process working in these facilities!!!

S93- Positive.  Some of the greatest people that I’ve ever met have been elderly.

S94- Positive.  I have enjoyed working with elderly.

S95- Positive.  I worked in assisted living and cared for older residents.  It was challenging and hard though and I don’t want to go back into it.

S97- Positive

S99- For the most part positive.  They are usually very thankful when you can help clarify a problem my area is in prescription insurance issues.

S100- Positive.  I have been a CNA at a skilled nursing facility for almost 3 years and I really enjoy it.  However, I am not interested in geriatric nursing.  

S101- Positive.  Lots of nursing home experience.

S102- Mostly positive.  I absolutely love this population, and I enjoy learning how to meet their needs and communicate with them more effectively.

S104- Positive.  Worked in nursing home and a lot of them just love to have somebody to talk to besides I love to hear about when they were younger and what was going on in the world.  They have such knowledge and history.

S105- I have had positive experiences working with the elderly .  I have worked as a CNA in many nursing homes and assisted living facilities.

S106- Positive, I’ve never had a bad run-in with a elderly person.

S107- Positive.  I love admire and respect the wisdom from the aged.

S108- Positive.  I’ve never had, or at least don’t remember, any bad experiences with elderly people.

S109- Very positive.  I worked in a retirement home kitchen all through high school and made some very close connections with the residents.  It also gave me a wonderful understanding of how retirement/nursing homes are run.

S110- I haven’t really worked with elderly people.  So, far I have an experience with my grandparents.  I think they need lots of support.

S111- positive.  You got to love them.

S115- Positive.  I love elderly people, they have such great stories and good advice about life.  (most of the time) (
S117- Positive.  I worked at a nursing home for a couple of years and really enjoyed it.  The other CNA’s were kind a rough on the and I felt like the pts. Were being degraded so I worked really hard for then to maintain their integrity.

S118- Positive.

S121- They have been very positive, I worked in a retirement home and elderly people are awesome.

S124- Definitely positive.  We are all going to get there someday unless we enter eternity in our younger years.  After living so many years the elderly have insights and experiences of life to pass down.

S125- Positive.  Most of the elderly I meet in everyday life ten to be happy when in social situations.

S126- Positive.  I worked at an assisted living home and work with some older people with developmental disabilities.

S127- Positive, every elder person I have came in contact with has had a positive outcome.

S130- The experiences I’ve had have been positive but my strengths do not include working w/old people.

S132- The retired citizens offer much to any community by sharing experiences and history.

S133- Positive- for the most part the elderly have more compassion and are more open and honest.  If they have something to say they usually say it.  I respect that.

S134- Positive, even though there are ----? It has been a great run - ?

S136- Positive.  I live in a community that is more retired people and I interact with them daily.

S137- They last elderly that I met was a excon who told me he was placed in prison because of drug charges but to my disgust I found out that he was a sex offender and unregistered.  So I am not to trusting of older males.

S138- Mostly positive with minimal exposure outside of family.

S140- Positive, I have few experience with elderly care in nursing home and hospitals.  Some elderly are picky but most are very polite and comfortable to work with.  It’s far much better to work with elders than with psychiatric patients.

S142- Positive the elderly have much to offer.

S147- Watching my mother suffer because of her stubbornness of not trusting the hospitals and the nursing staff and her unwillingness to go to the doctors appointments.

S148- However brief my experiences with the elderly have been they are/were mostly positive.  I haven’t really been around the elderly all that much.  And, sadly, the ones I have been around are either quite ill or have passed away.  Everyone else hasn’t reached the elderly stage.

S149- It is positive to me.  My gramma have told me about when she was young and it is very interesting how it is different from now.  I love to spend time with my gramma.

S151- Positive, we are all expected to assist and respect our elders.

S153- Positive, my grandmother is real sweet.

S154- Positive.  I respect their wisdom and years on this earth.  I think they need to be valued and heard in a dignified and respectable way.

S157- Positive, my interactions have been positive as I enjoy their wisdom and value them.

S163- Positive - old people are usually pretty informative and fun to talk to.

S164- Positive - I like the elderly.

S165- Positive, they have good stories.

S166- Positive… I guess.  I used to work at a rehab center.

S167- Worked as an CNA for a short period of time.  Most thought I was good with elderly.  Most wanted to visit and talk.

S170- Positive

S171- Positive, the elderly provide experience and wealth of information that can be passed on to others.

S174- Positive

S176- Depends many feel we (the young) don’t know anything, and treat as that way.  I respect their wisdom, but once they say we don’t know I’m turned away.

S178- Positive have great grandparents

S180- Positive

S183- Positive - I have volunteered to help them and it seems they are very grateful for that.

Negative responses:

S2- Negative.  They tend to be really headstrong and drive slow.

S40- Don’t interact with elderly much at all.

S45- I haven’t really done much with the aging.

S55- Negative drivers

S74- Mainly negative working in a nursing home.

S84- negative.  I worked at a nursing home which I didn’t enjoy.  It was a bad experience. But positive because I have grandparents and love the.

S89- Mostly negative.  Everyone will come in contact with caring for the elderly whether family members etc.  from what I’ve seen most elderly patient’s are misunderstood and taken advantage of.

S122- Negative because I lived in a duplex where an older woman lived on the top floor and she was a grump.

S123- Negative my grandmother does not like me.

S150- Negative, they seem grouchy to me.

S152- Neg. they seem crabby.

S182- Negative.  They expect everyone to stop for the and focus on only them and they have no patience.

Positive/Negative responses:

S1- Positive, I love my grandma

S3- Both negative and positive.  In positive side, elderly people give me great opportunities to know history, tradition, and culture.  However, one the other hand, they sometimes irritate me because they easily forget what they talked, and they tend to talk forever based on their experiences and thoughts.

S4- Not bad.  Mom works in a care center here as an administrative director and I worked in an assisted living facility.

S6- Both.  I work as a sales associate who works very closely with customers, and while helping them they can be either very enjoyable or horrible.

S8- None.

S9- Not really.

S14- Not really, I always feel a little uncomfortable around some elderly people.

S16- Both, I feel that elderly are an at risk population.

S20- I really have not had interrelation with elderly.  Other than on a professional level.  I always open doors and carry heavy items for them, when they permit.  They are always pleasant and nice, but usually hard of hearing.

S21- Both.  I took care of my grandfather until his passing in 2003.  I then became a CNA and have had many ups and downs working with the elderly and have decided I am very skilled in this profession.

S24- A little of both.  Mostly positive.  Many family members that have had dementia and Alzheimer’s.

S29- Both positive and negative.

S32- Both yes and no.  I took care of my grandparents that was very hard to meet their every need.  Overall it was a great experience.

S39- Both.  I have road rage towards elderly crappy drivers.  I worked in an industry that advertised to elderly, they are mean when hungry!  Too many good to explain.

S49- Positive and negative.  Elderly have a lot of experience and guidance to offer.  On the road however old people piss me off.

S50- Don’t really have any past experiences

S52- Both

S54- It depends, some older people are old and grumpy and others are nice and considerate.

S56- ?

S59- Both, some old people are mean and some are nice

S64- No.

S66- Both.  Elderly people are nice and caring but seem bitter about social security and the lack of health care help.

S67- Both, it depends on how well they have adapted to our current society

S85- A little of both.  Working as a CNA in a nursing home can make students uninterested.  Especially since most CNA’s are treated poorly.

S88- I think my past experiences with the elderly have been a combination of the positive and the negative in that through work experiences I have been able to help enrich several elderly individuals lives through care and in return they have enriched mine.  But the negative was that I have seen the disastrous effects of pt. decline and what happens when you walk into a situation of pt. neglect.

S96- Both, I have worked with the elderly for 6+ years.

S98- Both.  Some are easy and fun to work with and some are not.

S119- No

S128- No experience

S141- A bit of both I have came across elderly people who are happy and content and have been around some that should not drive what so ever and others who are cruel and unhappy.

S143- Both - the elderly are just people and if I treat them that way then I have no more problems than with other age groups.  Except when behind the wheel of an automobile.  Too many elderly people are on the roads that can’t adequately drive anymore.

S144- Can’t analyze.

S145- Both

S146- Both positive and negative.  Some elderly people don’t like being with people but some do.

S155- Some of both, I have worked with the elderly in their homes, and I have been in the nursing home with them.

S156- Mostly neutral.  I don’t understand elderly very very well.  I have never been close to an elderly person or been able to understand them or get to know them.

S158- Both, I worked at a hospital so I have had both.

S159- Both - due to father’s time in nursing and retirement homes.

S160- Both good and bad.

S161- Both

S173- Haven’t really had any experiences with this.

S175- Both positive and negative.  My parent’s owned part of a nursing home a few years ago and I loved getting to know some of the people.  Other experiences that I had were negative because I don’t believe they were being taken care of properly and had a negative outlook toward everyone.

