
Math 137 Fall 2008 

Schedule and Notes 
 
Course Number and Title: Math 137- 01 
Semester: Fall 2008 
Credit Hours: Four (4) 
Prerequisites:  Math 025 or permission of instructor 

Text: Contemporary College Algebra & Trigonometry, A Graphing Approach, Second Edition, by Thomas W. 
Hungerford.  Publisher: Thomson Learning/Cenage Lerning.  ISBN# 0534466656 

Instructor: Dr. Craig M. Steenberg TALK 222. Phone: 792-2343. FAX 792-2064 
E-mail: csteenbe@lcsc.edu. Homepage: http://www.lcsc.edu/csteenbe 

Office Hours:  
OPEN: MTWTh: 10:15 - 11:30 
BY APPOINTMENT: As necessary 

Note: OPEN office hours are done on a first-come first-serve basis. I will make every effort to be in my office at 
these times, and to let students know in advance when I am unable to do so. BY APPOINTMENT office hours are 
just that: you must make prior arrangements to meet with me at a time that works for both of us. If no appointments 
are made, it may be the case that I will be out of my office without notice. If you are unable to make any of my 
posted office hours, see me about making other arrangements. I am very flexible in this regard, as long as 
appointments are made in advance. If you wish to contact me by phone, please, do so during my posted office hours 
if at all possible. I read my e-mail several times daily, so this is a very reliable means to contact me. My homepage 
contains a link to this class, which includes a daily calendar.  If you miss a class session, look here first to see what 
was covered and any assignment made. 

Students are reminded that the Division of Natural Sciences maintains a Math and Science Tutoring Center in MLH 
115, where well-trained student tutors are available to assist you in this course. 

Calculators: A TI-92/Voyage 200 Calculator/CAS is required for this course.  All students in the course pay a $30 
fee for the use of this calculator at time of registration.  If you do choose to provide your own calculator, your $30 
fee will be refunded through the Division office.   If you drop this course, you must return your rented calculator 
at that time.  Failure to do so will result in an academic hold being put on all of your student records.   I consider a 
student to have dropped the course for TI-92/Voyage 200 return purposes once he/she has missed an hour 
exam without contacting me.  Academic holds will be put on student records at this time, even if the student 
has not officially dropped the course. 

Class Meeting Times:  MTWTh: 01:30 - 02:30PM Sam Glenn Complex Room 41   

Purpose:  Math 137 is a core mathematics course designed for those students wanting a grounding in those parts of 
mathematics more directly suited to technical/scientific studies (as opposed to Math 130-Finite Math, which aims 
more at business/liberal arts).  It covers the Cartesian coordinate system and analytic geometry, functions of one or 
more independent variables, polynomial, radical, exponential, and logarithmic equations, matrix algebra, systems of 
equations, radian and degree measure, right angle trigonometry, law of sines and cosines, and vectors.  Applications 
in each of these areas are stressed.  This semester, the course will include a statistics package, which will provide 
students with a basic knowledge of discrete probabilities, and of the statistics generated by normal probability 
distributions.  Students should check with their advisors to be certain that this core course is best suited for their 
majors.  Students who are undecided will find it an excellent option to Math 130.  The course is designed to be a 
terminal course (there is no expectation that a student will take additional math courses).   The pace of the course is 



significantly less rigorous and more global than in Math 143/144, which are similar core courses but given with the 
expectation that students are preparing for calculus 

Methods of Instruction: Course content is delivered primarily by lectures.  The lecture sessions are very informal, 
and students are expected to interact throughout.  They should feel free to ask questions or interject comments at any 
time they feel it appropriate.  Instruction on the Voyage 200 will be on an as needed basis, delivered in conjunction 
with the mathematical concepts being addressed at the moment.  Most students find the calculator very intuitive.   

Homework is fundamental to the learning of mathematics. Time will be reserved at the start of each class period for 
the discussion of homework problems or readings. Students should not leave a particular homework assignment 
until they are reasonably certain they understand every problem given. There is an expectation that students work 
cooperatively on homework, either with each other, the personnel in the math lab (MLH 115), or with me in office 
hours. 

Methods of Evaluation: Students will be assigned homework routinely, with homework cumulatively counting for 
30% of the final course grade. No late homework will be accepted for any reason whatsoever. Three homework 
assignments will be disregarded in determining a final homework grade. 
 
A total of five hour-exams will be given, each equally weighted, and cumulatively accounting for 50% of the final 
course grade.  A comprehensive final exam will determine the remaing 20% of a students grade.  No makeup exams 
will be given for any reason whatsoever. Students who know of an exam conflict in advance must make 
arrangements to take the examination prior to its being administered to the rest of the class. Students who miss an 
examination for an unforeseeable reason, such as last minute illness or emergency, must make arrangements with 
the instructor to compensate for the missing grade.   

The minimum score for each grade is : A 92; A- 89; B+ 86; B 82; B- 79; C+ 76; C 72; C- 69; D+66; D 60.  Grades 
below 60 will be scored as F.  For those students required to get a 2.0 or better in this course, it should be noted that 
a grade of C- is insufficient.  A grade of at least C must be achieved.  

Disability Statement: If course adaptations or accommodations are needed because of a disability, if you need to 
make me aware of emergency medical information, or if you need special arrangements in case of building 
evacuation, please contact me immediately. I ask that you put any request in this regard in writing.  

FERPA Statement:  By FERPA regulations, information regarding a student cannot be given to anyone without the 
student's written permission.  Information cannot be given out over the phone, even to the student, or to any e-mail 
account other than the student's LCSC assigned e-mail account account. 


