December 2008
Dear Friend:

Thank you for your interest in applying for congressional appropriations for Fiscal Year 2010.  Attached you will find a copy of the Idaho Appropriations Application for Fiscal Year 2010 form.  Please take a moment to read the instructions and application carefully as it differs from previous versions.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Each year, we receive hundreds of applications for assistance in securing federal funding for specific Idaho or regional projects and programs, as well as for national programs.  This process is intensely competitive on a national level and, each year, the Senate and House Appropriations Committees are unable to fund most requests.  Please note that submitting an application after the deadline may seriously decrease chances of funding.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1We firmly believe in the principles of limited government and maintaining a balanced budget and have worked diligently to return the federal government to firmer financial footing.  Within those limitations, we will fight for Idaho priorities and for Idaho projects that are fiscally-responsible, cannot be accomplished without federal help, and demonstrate a national benefit or are consistent with already-authorized national programs.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In order to provide the information required of us by the Appropriations Committees throughout the legislative process, we have developed the attached application form for your use.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Please fill out the form (and, if applicable, the relevant appendix) as completely as possible for each item or project you want considered.  Submit electronic copies of the form and appendix, in Word format, to EACH individual office no later than February 13, 2009.  Early submissions are welcome and encouraged.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Also enclosed is a copy of frequently asked questions, instructions, and other material explaining the congressional appropriations process and the contents of this form.  If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact the staff of either of our offices with questions about this process.  We look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,

Congressman Mike Simpson



 Senator Mike Crapo 





     

Appropriations Contacts:
Rep. Simpson
    Megan Milam
202-225-5531

megan.milam@mail.house.gov
Sen. Crapo
    Ken Flanz

202-224-6142

ken_flanz@crapo.senate.gov
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
To whom do I send the completed application form and by what date?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Please submit an electronic copy, in Word format, to each office no later than February 13, 2009.  If you have questions or need help as you develop your application, please call or e-mail with your questions as early as possible.  An electronic copy is required.  Additional supporting documents may be provided separately, but an electronic copy, in Word format, of the actual application is required.
How many appropriations requests may I make and for how many years can an individual project receive a Congressional appropriation?

You are limited to a maximum of 2 requests in each appropriations bill.  This does not mean that you need to submit more than one request — it does mean that we will only be accepting two requests in any individual bill.  In addition, Congressional appropriations are designed to assist with funding for projects for a limited amount of time.  Projects should limit their funding requests to a maximum of three fiscal years.  Projects should not expect to receive federal funding beyond three years — the combination of extremely limited resources and high demand for funding means that projects eventually should be able to financially support themselves without having to rely on Congressional appropriations.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Who is eligible to receive a Congressional appropriation?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1All funds must be administered by or through a federal agency and are subject to additional regulations or policies that vary by agency.  The ultimate recipient/beneficiary may be a federal agency, state or local government agency, quasi-governmental entity (e.g., council of governments), or a not-for-profit organization.  A private business is never specifically designated in an appropriation, but may be involved in the funded activity, through a publicly transparent contracting or other “partnership” arrangement with the entity receiving the appropriation.  An application process will likely be required after the appropriation is made, and may require applicants to compete for funds.

Are new projects at a competitive disadvantage in securing funding compared to ongoing or previously appropriated projects?

Yes.  Overall spending limits are set by budget laws and by an annual Congressional budget resolution.  Within these limits, new projects must compete with both ongoing projects and Presidential requests for new initiatives.  Appropriations bills cannot support all of these.  Ongoing projects and the President’s budget are usually given preference by Congressional appropriators.

How important is the relevant particular federal agency in the appropriations process?

Very.  Every request received by a Congressional Appropriations Committee is forwarded to the relevant agency for evaluation.  The Appropriations Committee usually gives great deference to the recommendations of agency professionals.

Will partnering with other communities, organizations, or institutions increase my chances of securing funding for my project?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Yes.  Congressional appropriators usually prefer programs with a wider regional interest or a more diverse community of interests.

What is the significance of “authorization” in the appropriations process?  Why does the form request information about the authorization status of projects?

Congressional rules require that projects can only be funded if authority for the appropriation already exists in a separate law.  In some cases, a project will need its own authorization.  In others, a project may be funded under the already-existing authority of an ongoing program.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(For example:  Some infrastructure projects may be funded under already-existing, general authority in law.)

Does success at one stage during the process guarantee funding at the end?
No.  Because of the long and complex congressional appropriations process, it is possible that funding for projects will go up, go down, or be eliminated entirely as the process continues.

If funds for a particular project are successfully appropriated, how are funds distributed and when can the funds be expected?

After funds are appropriated or “earmarked,” the grantee must complete an application process with the agency that has jurisdiction over the funds.  Most earmarks must be successfully claimed within a certain period of time, so it is critical that the application process begin as soon as possible after the bill is signed into law.  Availability of funds may vary greatly – by several months – depending on other laws, the nature of the program, agency procedures, and agency discretion.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Appropriations Application for Fiscal Year 2010
(Oct. 1, 2009 - Sept. 30, 2010)

***Please read this page carefully before proceeding***

· DO NOT change the format, rearrange question order, or otherwise alter this form.  Use as much space under each heading as needed.  Attach separate sheets if necessary.
· An email address is required.  Email will be the primary means we will use to communicate with you about your project.

· Fill out the form in its entirety.   

· If you are submitting multiple requests, you must provide an overall priority ranking for each request.
· Forms must be submitted electronically in Microsoft Word format.

· The Appropriations Committees require additional, specific information in requests for agriculture, defense, transportation, community water/wastewater projects, and economic development funds.  Please complete the appropriate, accompanying Appendix if this application relates to one of these types of project.
· Most Defense projects require a PE Number, Line Number, or other budget activity number.  Defense projects submitted without this information and an explanation of its importance to national security will not be considered.

· Most Transportation projects require a letter of support for the request from the Idaho Transportation Department or local metropolitan planning commission with this application.  Please see the appendix for further information regarding requirements on Transportation projects.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS IS FEBRUARY 13, 2009

Organization Completing Application:
Please include organization name, mailing address and a street address if different (We must have a physical address that is NOT a PO box).
Contact person(s) in organization including email address and phone number:
This should include an Idaho name and address, but you may also include relevant Washington, DC representatives.
Appropriations Bill/Subcommittee:
Please select only one

Department (if applicable):


Agency: 

Please be specific, e.g.: Forest Service

Agency account, subdivision, program, activity, etc., through which this project would be funded: 
Please be specific; e.g.:  Road and Trail Construction
Project Name:
Priority Ranking (if applicable):
If you are submitting more than one request, you must rank the requests in order of priority.  You are limited to a MAXIMUM of two projects per appropriations bill.
Amount desired for project for FY 2010:

How will funds be used? 
(Be specific – e.g. planning and design, construction, salaries, research and development, etc.)
Amount desired for project in future years (list each year): 

Total project cost:

Including federal share and non-federal share.

Total desired federal share (including previous years):

E.g. $500,000 in FY 2009, $250,000 in FY 2010, $250,000 in FY 2011 for a total of $1million
Anticipated start date and finish date of project:

Amount/policy included specifically for this individual project in the President's budget request for FY 2010:
Federal funding history:

E.g. $100,000 in FY20008, $150,000 in FY2009.
If this project has received Congressional appropriations in previous years, please provide the exact report or bill language as it appears in most recent House, Senate or Conference report:

Did you complete a similar application last year (for FY 2009)?   Yes   /   No
What other sources of funding have you pursued before applying for an appropriation, and with what success?  
E.g.: Foundation grants, competitive grants or contracts, state or local funds, bond issue, etc.
Does the federal program through which this project would be funded require a non-federal match in funds:   Yes  /  No

Please list sources and amounts of matching funds:
Many federal programs require varying amounts of non-federal matches.
Relevant authorization law/bill/status (Must answer this):
E.g.:  "Public Law 107-111";  "FY 2008 DOD Authorization";  "Currently pursuing authorization through Agriculture Committee";  "Safe Drinking Water Act"; “Hatch Act” 
BRIEF description of project (maximum 5 sentences):

Current status and additional  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1background / justification for this project:
Include information such as location of project, work that has been completed to this point, budgets, salaries, capital investment, etc.
How will the success of the project be measured?

How many jobs in Idaho would be created, preserved, or supported if this project is funded?  (And, if applicable, how many jobs outside of Idaho?)

What other organizations, in the state, Washington DC, or nationally, publicly support or oppose this application?
Consider all possible factors, such as ideological differences, competitor organizations, federal agencies protecting their turf or budgets from “carve-outs,” etc.
Other Comments/Misc. information?  
Please attach separate sheets electronically as needed or helpful.
Agriculture Project Appendix

Organization Completing Application:
Project Name:
Project Goal:

Please be specific, e.g.: what do you hope to accomplish with this project?
Federal Mission or interest in this project:

Distribution of Funds:

Describe each step for how the funds will be distributed and spent, as well as who the final recipient is and where it is located

Are the funds sought being requested through another appropriations subcommittee/bill or has another subcommittee/bill funded this project?  If so, which subcommittee/bill and how much?

Requested Bill/Report Language (if applicable):

Defense Project Appendix
Organization Completing Application:
DoD Supporting Program Manager/Agency (office contact information):

If you have a contact person at DOD who supports this project, please put that information here
Project Name:
	Line #
	

	PE #
	

	Budget Account #
	


Please refer to the following website because line, PE, and Budget Account numbers can change: http://www.defenselink.mil/comptroller/defbudget/fy2010/index.html
State goal of this project:

Why is this project necessary for our nation’s defense or national security?

What are the possible implications to national security by not meeting this need?

What is unique about this project?

Please be specific, e.g.: cost-effective, improved technology, unmet need

How will the funds be applied/distributed?

Economic Development Project Appendix
For HUD-EDI 
Organization Completing Application:

Project Name:
	1. Does the project create jobs or 

meet a compelling human need?  Please explain.


	

	2. Does the project benefit low or moderate-income individuals and/or communities?  Please explain.


	

	3. Does the project eliminate physical or economic distress?  Please explain.


	

	4. Is this a one-year request that will complete a project?  Please provide details.


	

	5. Does this request have a funding match from a non-federal source?  Please explain.


	

	6. Have you also directly contacted any other government agency (e.g. ID Dept. of Commerce, U.S. Economic Development Administration) about this project?


	

	7. Is there any reason why the funding sought could not be obligated in full on the receipt of funds? 


	


Transportation Project Appendix
Organization Completing Application:
Project Name:
If this is a FTA or FHWA request, is the project on the State Transportation Improvement Plan?

If this is a highway request, you MUST either include a letter of support for the request from the Idaho Transportation Department or local metropolitan planning commission with this application or explain in the space below why you were not able to include a letter of support. 
	Other federal funds that have been or will be committed to this project (SAFETEA-LU, other appropriations bills, etc.)
	

	Amount of anticipated non-federal match in FY2010, prior years, and future years. How much of the request can be spent in FY2010?
	

	Please identify any reason why the funding requested could not be obligated in full on the date of enactment of this Act.
	

	If this is a highway, transit, rail, or aviation request, did you check eligibility with the Idaho Department of Transportation, FTA, FRA, or FAA?  If yes, did they indicate the project is eligible under the account requested?
	


Water/Wastewater/Storm Water/Water Quality Project Appendix

For EPA-STAG and Army Corps of Engineers projects

Organization Completing Application:
Project Name:
1. Purpose (drinking water, wastewater, storm water, and/or water quality protection):

2.   Are the preliminary planning and engineering design completed?

3.   Total estimated cost of the project based on facilities plan or preliminary engineering report?

4.   Amount requested (cannot be greater than 55% of the total project amount)?

6.   Amount received from past (Clean Water SRF, Drinking Water SRF, STAG grants, Department of Agriculture Rural Development Program)?

7.  Please describe the community’s financing plan certified by an authorized local official demonstrating how it will cover the 45% matching funds requirement:
8.   Is the project is on the state’s priority list?

9.   If yes, provide rank:

